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Main forms and problems of organization of the Japanese citizens’ inbound tourism in the soviet Far East in the middle of 1960th – 1980th
The article analyses the most important organization forms of the Japanese inbound tourism in the Soviet Far East at 1960s-1980s. There are “ships of friendship”, business tourism, recreation of Japanese children in the Soviet summer camps etc. The author demonstrated the main difficulties of development of inbound tourism: the Cold War, bureaucracy, low quality of soviet-made tours. He draws a conclusion, that tourism and cultural relationships with Japan was only the instrument for the USSR economy and diplomacy. 
В статье проводится анализ основных форм организации въездного туризма японских граждан на территорию Дальнего Востока СССР в середине 1960-х – 1980-х гг.: «кораблей дружбы», делового туризма, отдыха японских детей в советских пионерлагерях и т. д. Автор выявляет основные проблемы, стоявшие на пути развития въездного туризма, среди которых «холодная война», бюрократизм, низкая привлекательность предлагаемых советской стороной программ пребывания туристических групп. В качестве одной из наиболее существенных проблем автор считает то, что туристические и культурные связи с Японией являлись для советского правительства не самоцелью, а инструментом, призванным решить ряд экономических и политических задач. 
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According to the definition tourism is the temporary transfer of people in another country or district different than the place of permanent residence for a period from 24 hours to 6 months within one calendar year or with at least one overnight stay with the entertainment, health, sport, guest, cognitive, religious and other purposes without occupying an activity remunerated from a local source.
Because of a number of objective and subjective reasons The Soviet Union didn’t have a well-developed tourism industry. However, the development of certain areas of tourism took place, and at the first place it was business tourism. This happened despite the complicated foreign policy situation. Because of changes in the present political situation in the world it makes the Soviet experience particularly relevant.
The Russian Far East has significant potential for the development of the tourism industry. All this - huge untapped territories, endemic species of flora and fauna, picturesque landscapes, varied terrain, unique culture of indigenous peoples, abundant natural wealth - gives an opportunity for the development of almost all types of tourism. In Soviet times the region has already had limited experience of receiving a visitors from Japan. This article will be devoted to the analysis of that experience.
During the period from the middle of the 1960th years the Soviet-Japanese relations in general were characterized by searches of ways for establishing of mutually beneficial cooperation. Development of humanitarian communications was one of the important directions. This process had the specifics, caused by that fact, that cold war and "Iron Curtain" did individual contacts between people completely impossible just as full development of tourism. Also there was not interstate agreement of cultural exchanges, it was replaced by the complex of short-term and then the medium-term agreements, which were concluded with public organizations, scientific institutions of two countries and entrepreneur firms [1; p. 166]. 
In the Soviet Union the Society "USSR – Japan" created on June 5, 1958 was engaged in development of friendly communications with east neighbor. In 1960 there was opened the department in Khabarovsk [7; p. 188]; in 1963 – in Nakhodka [7; p. 160], in 1965 – in Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk [8; p. 34]. In contrast to the Soviet Union there was not a united nation-wide association in Japan which was engaged in development of friendship with the Soviet Union. A number of public organizations was involved in this process: The Society "Japan-USSR", which center were members of the Communist Party of Japan and representatives of the left-wing section of the Socialist Party headed by the former prime minister Itiro Hatoyama [21; p. 8]; The Society of the Japanese-Soviet communications, created by efforts of the General council of labor unions of Japan and also a number of representatives of Japanese science, culture, business, public figures and politicians among which there was another ex-prime minister of Japan Tetsu Katayama [34; p. 54]; Society of the Japanese-Soviet friendship; Japanese association of cultural connections with the foreign countries and others. Except the all-Japanese, there was also a number of the public organizations of regional and local character which were searching for strengthening of ties between the Soviet Union and Japan too. Cooperation between the Soviet society of friendship and the Japanese organizations was one of the few channels for the organization of inbound tourism. Since 1961 there operated the Japanese-Soviet tourist bureau through which citizens of Japan could take a trip to the Soviet Union. To the middle of the 1980th 80000 people used its services [31; p. 85]. 

Khabarovsk was one of 13 cities of RSFSR and the only one in the Far East included in routes through Bureau of the International youth travel "Satellite". In 1965 in hotels of the city 40 places were reserved for this purpose [10; p. 127], even more important Khabarovsk acquired as a transit point through which Japanese tourists drove on across the country. There was created regional office BIYT "Sputnik". It engaged in the reception of foreign tourists and the organization of their transit. To the middle of the 1970th  the  number of tourists from Japan who came to the Soviet Union through the "Sputnik" was peaked.  In 1974 in Khabarovsk were 683 citizens of Japan from 1026 foreigners, who arrived in 20 groups [9; p. 4]. 

Since 1977 there was an increase of interest from the Japanese travel agencies organizing trips to Japanese tourists in the Soviet courts to Nakhodka with a two-day visit [24; p. 78]. As a result in 1978 Nakhodka was officially declared like the city opened for visit by foreign tourists. This news was positively perceived in Japan. In the "Tokyo Simbun" newspaper was published an article devoted to this event "Opening of the Soviet tourist city (with a stop by motor ship of the regular passenger line and golf in the long term)”, where was described amenities of the nature surrounding Nakhodka and low cost of the permit [24; p. 112 – 113].

The flow of tourists through the "Intourist" was more considerable. According to the information reference about the foreign tourists who visited Khabarovsk in the 4th quarter of 1983 the city was visited by 864 tourists from Japan during the taken period (48,5% of total number of tourists and 68% [24; p. 112 – 113] of tourists from the western countries which was served by the Khabarovsk office of "Intourist" for this period [17; p. 11]. Even in 1985 the number of visitors reached 4996 people In Nakhodka. 

From the middle of the 1960th for Japanese citizens was slightly opened the opportunity to visit graves of the relatives who lived on Sakhalin and Kuriles before World War II. [4; p. 10]. Groups of about a hundred people (who mostly lived in Hokkaido) visited the Tanfilyev's island, islands Shikotan, Kunashir, and also the Sakhalin cities of Kholmsk, Uglegorsk and Yuzhno-Sakhalinskk by ships. [3; p. 33 – 34]. On June 17, 1978 a society "Sakhalin Kai" emerged in Japan and united 280 former inhabitants of  Karafuto prefecture who specialized on the organization of similar trips [30; p. 15]. 

The specific form of the organization of Japanese citizen's trips in the USSR was the "friendship ships". This form of contacts between the Soviet and Japanese public seemed like a circular tour with an ideological component.
 For the first time "the friendship ship" was organized by Society of the Japanese-Soviet communications in 1966 when the tourist group of 300 people of different age and the professions went to the Soviet Union, where they visited Khabarovsk, Moscow and Leningrad. The most actively mutual exchange of "the friendship ships" passed in the 1970th. It was parallel to the maximum development of economic relations between the countries. Practically the tourist groups began to move on a regular basis between Nakhodka, the Eastern port, the cities of Maizuru, Otaru and Tsuruga and some others. In 1974 only from prefectures of Fukui, the Akita, Isikava 12 cruises proceeded through Nakhodka with a total number of 2260 people. [22; p. 73]. Since 1973, after the opening of air traffic between Khabarovsk and Niigata, air "friendship caravans" began to practice exchanges. The first of them arrived to Khabarovsk as a part of 300 people, including the governor of prefecture and the mayor of Niigata [34; p. 79]. Since 1981 because of the initiative of the Hokkaido federation "the friendship ships" began to visit the Sakhalin region [30; p. 8]. Programs of "friendship ship's" stay were rather typical and included not only acquaintance to local sights, but also a lot of cultural actions, sports meetings, business conversations. But in the first half of the 1980th the intensity of visiting the Far East decreases because of decline of a political situation and termination of economic cooperation between the USSR and Japan (after introduction of the Soviet troops to Afghanistan). In 1979 five "friendship ships" arrived to Nakhodka [26; p. 25], in 1985 there were only two of them [19; p. 97]. 
The special role for the Far East in involvement of tourist delegations from Japan was played by twinning communications between the cities which started with Nakhodka and Maizuru on July 21, 1961 [5; p. 3]. Further twinning connection was established by Khabarovsk and Niigata, Nakhodka and Otaru, Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk and Asahigawa [2; p. 235 – 238] and etc. (18 Soviet and 19 Japanese cities). From them 12 cities were in Siberia and in the Far East. Besides, in 1967 contacts were established between Hokkaido and the Sakhalin region [4; p. 97 – 98], and in 1969 – between the Khabarovsk territory and Hyogo's prefecture [11; p. 50 – 51]. 
Involvement of the Far-Eastern cities in the twinning relations allowed start organizing mass meetings of representatives of the Soviet and Japanese public from the middle of the 1960th years. The meeting "The world and friendship between the people of Japan and the Soviet Union", which took place on August 20 – 23, 1965 in Khabarovsk, became one of the first similar actions in which were nearly 600 people who discussed a wide range of the international problems and spoke in support of policy of peaceful co-existence of the states with various social system [32].
Broad development of twinning communications was gained by business tourism. For example, there was a periodic exchange of educator's delegations between the cities of the Soviet Far East and Japan. Japanese people showed profound interest in statement of training at the Soviet comprehensive school and to contents of training programs, highly appreciating a methodology of the Soviet teachers [22; p. 20 – 21]. Thanks to cooperation with Association of mayors of the Western coast of Japan was adjusted practice of holding annual meetings of the Far East chairmen and Siberian Executive Committees of the City with mayors of the Japanese cities. There were discussed questions of the development of cultural and economic cooperation. The first meeting took place on July 16, 1970 in the big hall of the Khabarovsk Executive Committee [33]. 
Trade-union communications were one more channel on which the exchange of delegations was carried out. Their activization began after signing of the Soviet-Japanese joint declaration of 1956.  Since 1965 one of obligatory annual actions became the mass meetings of labor unions members in support of the world and development of friendly relations between two countries, which were carried out by the common trade-union organizations of the USSR and Japan. The first meeting took place in Khabarovsk with participation of three hundred people. [12; p. 385]. Further their quantity increased and they became more and more specialized. For example, in Khabarovsk took place (17 May – 20 May, 1974) the meeting of young metallurgists at which there were about 270 people from each of the parties [15; p. 12]. Also members of Japanese labor unions stayed in the USSR on treatment. For the first time the Soviet sanatoria accepted Japanese in 1965, when on Sakhalin the miners injured with explosion on "Hokutan Yubari" stayed on treatment by the invitation of local regional committee [30; p. 7].

A separate area of business tourism in the Far East has been the exchange of scientific personnel, symposia, joint research. The Far-Eastern branch of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR was actively involved in the organization of oceanographic expeditions, geological surveys in conjunction with Japanese colleagues. The most actively Japanese scientists visited the Far East in the 1970th years when the organization of the symposiums lasting till some days on the basis of sanatoria, rest houses, summer camps became a usual deal. For example, from 6 September  to 10 September, 1974 in Nakhodka on the basis of a pioneer camp "Wave" passed a Soviet-Japanese symposium on biology of sea mollusks and echinoderms [22; p. 58 – 59].

An important event for the Far East and the Soviet Union as was the XIV Pacific Science Congress holding from 20 August to 5 September 1979 in Khabarovsk. There were formed 14 scientific committees, 17 sections and 68 symposiums in which were attended by hundreds of experts from around the world. In addition to cabinet meetings, the program provided scientific excursions to Aldan (Yakutia), the Kolyma river basins, Omulёvka on Sakhalin, in Kavalerovskii area of the Sikhote-Alin Reserve, Nakhodka and Lake Baikal. 

Another direction of development of tourism has been receiving Japanese children on holiday in the Far-Eastern Pioneer camps. For the first time the group of school Japanise students arrived to the Soviet Union in 1968, having spent vacation at a camp of Bonivur. The next year the group of Japanese school students of Sapporo had a rest in Nakhodka [20; p. 21], that subsequently became a regular practice. Since the first half of the 1970th children of Japanese labor unions members had a rest in the Far East, by the invitation of the All-Union Central Council of Trade Unions. [23; p. 70]. Later Japanese children annually spent vacation at summer camps "Torch" and "Wave". The average size of group was 12 – 25 people with the accompanying adults. [26; p. 30]. 

It is interesting that sometimes the rest of Japanese children organized for selfish purposes. For example, the Far East Shipping Company in the late seventies promoted sending for rest of children of F. Ito, the president of the Itoya company to which the shipping company closely contacted. Thus paid attention that rest in a pioneer camp "had strong influence on outlook concerning the Soviet Union as parents, and surrounding this family of Japanese [25; p. 64].

Several times in Japan shot a documentary about the visit of Japanese children in the Soviet Union, it was reported in the media [28; p. 128], also thematic collections were issued. So, in 1980, was released a collection of "the visit of children's ship to the Soviet Union," in which, among other things, were reviews about the rest in the summer camps. There was particularly noted positive attitude in the USSR to the guests from Japan: "We did not understand words, but felt friendly support" [27; p. 8 – 11]. 

In general, the organization of tourism in the Far East of the USSR was fraught with difficulties, which allowed developing it mainly in the form of business travel and in a very limited scale. One of the most significant problems was the poor quality of service to foreign tourists visited sites, hotels, airports and train stations. The level of reception of foreign citizens in general didn't conform to the international requirements. Moreover, in process of development of an economic crisis in the USSR, conditions of service became worse, appeared aggravated problems of providing foreign tourists with bus transportations, repair of trade and technical and refrigerating appliances. Neediness of catering establishments of inventory, tableware, etc. had chronic character. Sometimes hotels were in an awful state. So the only hotel in Nakhodka lacked literally everything, up to toilet paper [16; p. 12]. At marina of Nakhodka it was so stuffy in summer that there took place cases when foreigners fainted [18; p. 66].
The Soviet party was not always good at the creating really interesting tourist routes. In spite of the fact that the regional authorities tried to improve tourist programs, this work paid attention generally to questions of propaganda. For example, the new texts of conversations developed in Khabarovsk in 1975 on objects of display were characterized "by strengthening of material in them about socio-economic indexes of labor collectives, the international value of a victory of the Soviet people in the Great Patriotic War, about participation of women in labor and public life of the collectives". Guides prepared according to the special program including "questions of the Marxist-Leninist theory, actual problems of the international life, questions of internal political and foreign policy situation of the countries of the Pacific coast" [13; p. 18].

Besides undeveloped infrastructure there was a problem which demanded adoption of the separate resolution on March 16, 1970 of the CC of CPSU "About strengthening of fight against antisocial manifestations concerning foreign tourists". It was noted that "foreign citizens quite often become an object of encroachment of hooligans and other criminal elements. There are plunder cases of tourists and harassment of foreigners by the different kind of businessmen who are buying up currency and wearable things. Quite often youth, students, school students are involved in it» [14; p. 58]. 

The tourist stream was also influenced by a political situation that brightly illustrates unprecedented increase in number of annulments of permits in the 1980th years, against complications of the relations between the USSR and the capitalist world. For example, for the 4th quarter 1983 – 3d quarter 1984 the number of missing arrivals in hotels of Khabarovsk was 15631 persons. For comparison, during this period the city was visited by 23000 foreign tourists [17; p. 11, 35, 36, 46, 72].

Development of the relations was restrained because of excessive bureaucratization of process of the trip organization. There was a number of the problem, which were conjugate with financial questions. Deficiency of currency, which was in the Soviet Union, meant complicated process of mutual settlements with the foreign organizations that disturbed an exchange of delegations, experts, etc. The "green light" was not given to all Japanese who would like to visit the USSR, especially if they tried to act personally, not officially. Refusals in similar cases were based on "inexpediency" [1; p. 81]. Such situation was caused by existence of "Iron Curtain", and couldn't promote a full-fledged cultural exchange. 

The mode of limited access established in considerable part of territories of the Far East also disturbed the development of tourism, therefore contacts could be not with all cities. Even in twin-cities guests from Japan was not really expected everywhere because of hypertrophied aspiration to keep privacy. For example, the Bureau of the international youth travel "Satellite" at Khabarovsk regional committee of All-Union Leninist Young Communist League complained that “well-planned student's and working hostels in the center of Khabarovsk, suitable for reception Intourists, aren't available. In other parts of the city there is no opportunity for placement, because Khabarovsk is the border city with big military garrison”. [1; p. 182]. 

The replacement of a cultural exchange for propaganda of the Soviet way of life became an essential problem. As a result, many points of programs of Japanese delegation’s stay in the USSR resembled a trip on "window-dressing". [13; p. 17].
Certainly the formation of a positive image of the country is required, but propaganda methods aren't always capable to give the necessary effect. Especially if they are aimed at the people having access to other information sources. It is curious that carrying out active promotion among the foreigners visiting the USSR, the Soviet officials at the same time were dissatisfied with promotion of DPRK among the Soviet seamen [1; p. 184].

At last a real issue was that cultural ties with Japan were not end in itself, it was the tool urged to carry out a line of tasks for the Soviet government. During the considered time period prosecution of economic interests in many respects compelled the Soviet management to develop humanitarian communications and to support them at the certain level. Some moments point on existence of such nature of relationship between countries.  At first, the secondariness of cultural ties in comparison with the economic is traced in interrelation between number of trade-union delegations and important events in the economic sphere. Secondly, many steps in the humanitarian sphere were taken by the Soviet Union only in response to Japan actions.
But the tourist exchange during the considered period allowed the people of two neighboring states to learn more about life and about each other and also promoted increase of interest in culture of the neighbor. And that, in turn, prevented formation of negative stereotypes which could appear in the conditions of total absence of contacts. "National diplomacy" created an auspicious background for development of economic cooperation and conditions for constructive dialogue of the states contrary to territorial disputes and ideological disagreements.
Today the Far East has a great chance on development of the tourist industry, because all limits of a command and administrative system are nowadays lifted. It can stimulate development of the region and also carry out an important task of improvement of Russian's image abroad. However the state program providing both the direction of the budgetary investments and creation of conditions at which business will be economically interested in development of the inbound tourism in the region is necessary for this purpose.
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