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Social activity of residents from the Khabarovsk territory as a basis of the civil society
The article presents a sociological analysis of social activity of the residents from the Khabarovsk territory as a base of the civil society. Sociological analysis showed that the main problems of mature civil society are the low level of social activity of citizens, weak willingness to defend their rights, their low participation in social life of the territory in which they reside, the low level of involvement in the activities of public bodies. At the same time, the results showed, there aren't information conditions for the values of social service, altruism, social participation and social support in the community.
В статье представлен социологический анализ социальной активности жителей Хабаровского как основы развития гражданского общества. Социологический анализ показал, что главными проблемами зрелого гражданского общества являются: низкий уровень социальной активности граждан; слабая готовность отстаивать свои права; недостаточное участие в жизни территории, на которой они проживают; низкий уровень включенности в деятельность общественных структур. В то же время, результаты показали практическое отсутствие информационных условий для формирования ценностей социального служения, альтруизма, социального участия и социальной поддержки в обществе. 
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Foreign and domestic scientific literature is characterized by a high degree of elaboration of the category of "civil society", but scientists are still debating about its essence.

According the most spread point of view civil society is a collection of diverse social relations. Another group of researchers insists that key components of civil society are numerous associations of citizens. The third group of scientists in the study of civil society focuses on socially active person [1, p. 5].

The most detailed definition  about civil society belongs to F. Schmitter: “Civil society is a complex or system of intermediary groups, which are independent of government and non-public units (families, firms) of society, can realize collective action to protect and achieve their own interests, they don't seek to replace with any government agencies or private manufacturers or to assume the functions of social management as a whole; agree to act within the framework of already established civil or legal norms” [2, p. 133].

We particularly emphasize the main role in the development of civil society plays a social activity of citizens, their social subjectivity, because the subject of civil society is a sovereign individual with certain interests are caused by personal interest, social and legal norms and rules [3, p. 64]. 

It should be noted that today the social activity of the Russian population has been reduced, which, in our opinion, due to the generally low level of public confidence in the government, social and political institutions. A. E. Stradadze notes that “on ways to increase the role of the social activity the main obstacle becomes a feeling that there are not many people you can trust in society, who can act unselfishly, based on public interest, suspicion of instrumentalism and pragmatism, at first glance, fit into the trend of passing the buck to state” [6].
Experts believe that the only popular form of interaction between citizens and government and municipal management is elections. But in last year’s the election are perceived, especially young people, as a formality [5, p. 49].

The modern period of the socio-political and socio-economic transformation of Russia by the gradual formation and development of the civil society was accompanied. Today, one of the main elements of civil society is development of social initiatives of citizens, which are realized by their personal interests, and specific social support to territorial community. The Far East of Russia needs a high level of social solidarity and civic engagement of citizens, because this region has a vast territory and low population. Effectiveness of the solution of urgent social problems of the territorial communities, the effectiveness of municipal management depends on the readiness of people to participate in public life of the territory in which they live and work.

Results of sociological research give us a general picture of the level of social activity of residents of the Khabarovsk territory
.

According to estimates residents of the Khabarovsk territory social activity can be interpreted ambiguously. One third of respondents think that the level of social activity is low, and another third consider it average and about 22% of respondents could not appreciate it. Every second inhabitant of the territory considers himself as a man with active life position.

Forms of social activity can be both institutional (membership in organizations) and local (citizen participation in certain socially important activities for the territory). Citizen's participation in such activities dependent on a number of conditions, the most important of them are awareness and motivation of social participation.

So, every third person of the Khabarovsk territory knows about his rights to participate in public hearings (as an important element of social activity), to discuss projects of municipal legal acts related to local questions fixed in the Federal Law of October 6, 2003 № 131-FZ  "About general Principles of Local self-Government in the Russian Federation." The highest level of awareness detected in rural areas of the Khabarovsk territory. Every fifth inhabitant (22.0%) doesn’t know about the procedure (Table 1).

Table 1

Resident’s knowledge about possibilities to influence on life of the territory of residence (city, town, village), with help of participation in public hearings

(percentage of respondents)

	Possible answer
	Khabarovsk
	Komsomolsk – on- the Amur
	Municipal areas
	Total on the territory

	1. Yes
	37,0
	25,7
	38,1
	35,2

	2. No
	42,4
	50,3
	39,0
	42,8

	3. I don’t’ know, what is it 
	20,6
	24,1
	22,9
	22,0


Thus, public hearings as a form of citizen participation in solving problems of local significance are used in the Khabarovsk territory inefficiently. Low awareness of the population and lack of willingness among residents to participate in public hearings complicate dialogue between residents of the territory and municipal governments, which ultimately leads to conflicts in the local community.

What are the reasons of such an attitude? The inhabitants of the region (as in the whole Russian residents) have low level of trust to authorities and institutions of civil society, there aren't the belief that they will affect to the solution of problems. Every fifth resident of the Khabarovsk territory believes that an ordinary citizen can’t impact on the public events (20%). Distinct stereotype formed in society: "any government’s decision comes down "from above "and without regard for problems and views of people."
Results of sociological research show a low potential of public participation in social activities. The majority of inhabitants of the region take part in cleanup, conducted by 1-2 times a year. Cultural events such as festivals, marches, demonstrations are the second in importance and level of activity of residents. Every third resident of the region takes part in such social activities. It should be noted, at the same time about half of the residents don’t take part in any social activities. Research has shown that residents of municipalities largely showed their social activity than residents of Khabarovsk and Komsomolsk-on-Amur (pic. 1)
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Picture 1. Extent of participation of the population of the Khabarovsk territory in social activities in 2013 in the territorial context 
(percentage of respondents)

Critical situation caused by flood (autumn 2013, Far East of the Russian Federation) demonstrated the importance volunteer movement in helping victims: every seventh respondents (14.0%) said that he was involved in the care and support of victims, didn’t remain indifferent (was a volunteer, provided material or financial aid to victims of flooding, helped by using transport, transferred money).
A small number of respondents mentioned about participation in other social activities (тable 2).
Table 2

Participation of residents of the Khabarovsk territory in social activities in 2013 (percentage of respondents)
	Social activities
	%

	1. I do not participate
	39,9

	2. I participate in cleanup
	69,1

	3. I take part in the festive parades, demonstrations
	35,5

	4. I take part in accomplishment of the yard, entrance
	33,1

	5. I realize financial support
	26,6

	6. I was a volunteer, provided material and natural aid flood victims
	14,0

	7. I help to needy families
	12,0

	8. I take part in the work of associations, organizations
	10,2

	9. I take part in gatherings, general meetings, conferences of residents
	9,7

	10. I take part in the organization of leisure of children and youth on playgrounds and sports venues of the city
	7,5

	11. I take part in public hearings
	6,7

	12. I take part in ensuring order and safety on the territory of residence
	4,8


Social portrait of activist (involved in social activities) has the following characteristics:
- more woman than men (56,2% vs. 43,8% of men);
- more young people than middle-aged people and pensioners (up to 29 years – 28,8%; 30-39 years – 20,6%; 40-49 years – 17,9%; 50-59 years – 16,1%; 60 years and older – 16,7%);
- more people with higher education – 44,6%.
Results of sociological research show that it is necessary to form and develop social activity of population by using instilling a desire to be useful for people and a sense of civic responsibility. These two main motives determine the social activity of citizens participating in various social activities (тable 3).
Table 3

Ranking of motives of citizens' participation in social activities (percentage of respondents)
	Motive of participation
	%

	1. Desire to be useful to people
	55,1

	2. Sense of civic responsibility
	49,7

	3. Need to understand what is happening
	11,5

	4. Aspiration to any ideal
	8,7

	5. Desire to improve myself credibility, status
	8,0

	6. Need to develop organizational skills
	7,0

	7. Possibility of earning
	6,3

	8. Possibility to solve myself problems
	5,8

	9. Aspiration to improve work, to take a leadership position
	3,8


Respondents, who said, that they didn’t participate in social activities, demonstrated their lack of social ministry values, feelings care and support to people in troubles. The main reasons of that behavior are "busy about their business, lack of free time" (43,7%). Such "social protection" shows developed individualism in the system of social relationships. Every fifth said that there wasn’t information about events (21,4%) (Table 4).
Table 4

Ranking of motives of nonparticipation citizens in social activities (percentage of respondents)
	Motive of nonparticipation
	%

	1. I'm busy, I do not have time
	43,7

	2. I do not know about their activities
	21,4

	3. I have no interest in such activities
	15,0

	4. I think that it is useless work (can not see the results, nothing changes)
	9,8

	5. Difficult to answer
	7,3

	6. There are special organizations for this work
	4,4

	7. I do not participate in such activities, because my neighbors do not participate in such activities
	2,1

	8. Others answer
	0,1


Every third respondent noted that he wasn’t going to participate in social work in the future (36,8%). It demonstrates crystallization and atomization of social relations, destruction of social ties in the community. These trends actualize efforts to improve information outreach by authorities, mass media and directly non-governmental organizations and associations. In general, most of the residents choose instruments of a democratic society, dominated by "the faithful performance of their civic responsibilities" (29,5%), "execution of the laws" (27,9%), "participating in the elections" (32,9%) during the assess their effect on course of events in the region. At the same time respondents show a low level of protest potential expressed, as a rule, in desire and readiness to participate in protests (meetings, strikes, hunger strikes). There are 11, 8 % of citizens who are ready to exercise such activity (Table 5).
Table 5

Population estimates of possibilities to influence on the developments of the area, the city (percentage of respondents)
	An opportunities to influence
	%

	1. Participation in elections
	32,9

	2. Faithful performance of my civic responsibilities
	29,5

	3. execution of laws
	27,9

	4. The average citizen cannot influence on public events
	20,0

	5. Difficult to answer
	16,2

	6. Appeal to mass media
	15,5

	7. Participation in activity of public associations, trade unions
	14,6

	8. Appeal to bodies of authority of various levels
	13,2

	9. Participation in protests
	11,8

	10. Participation in various political organizations
	7,0


It should be noted that such a socio-psychological factor as resident’s awareness about the problems of the region, its solutions and possible forms of citizen participation in its decision increases motivation of citizens to participate in public life.

Results of sociological research confirm that 4,4% of respondents well know about activities of public associations and organizations of Khabarovsk territory. 43,0% of residents have an overview of their activities, and over half of respondents don’t have any information about them (52,6%).
It is necessary to promote values of citizenship and social responsibility, to inform residents about effective examples of social activity, cultivate social media and advertising images "heroes in social work", to establish a system evaluating the performance of social activists and encourage the best (including - the establishment of regional and municipal prizes, awards, etc.) with help of the media, educational institutions, shareholding system.

Modern tendencies of development of civil society in Russia are such that today public organizations make a definite contribution to economic development, attract funds into the social sphere, shape and realize social policy, solve problems of employment, protect and restore the violated rights of citizens, take part in the formation and education of youth.
Direct participation in the activities of any public structures is an expression of highly active life position of the participants. It should be emphasized that civil activity, particularly among young people, cannot arise if there aren’t conditions for its forming, enough incentives (including material) or leaders of public opinion, who are ready to support, unites citizens, etc.
Results of sociological research of residents of Khabarovsk territory  indicate a low level of social activity of citizens. 13,2% of respondents are involved in the activities of public associations and organizations. Representatives of public organizations are mostly people aged youth (up to 29 years – 30,5%, 30 – 39 years – 21,4%). Statistics and the results of national research show that a similar situation persists in the whole country – no more than 5 – 10% of the population takes part in social activities.

Thus, the results of sociological research of social activity of residents of the Khabarovsk territory have identified the following key trends:
- firstly, the level of real involvement of citizens in the various networks of social interaction, in structures of civil society is still low;
- secondly, the low level of resident’s participation in social activities;
- thirdly, common problems (such as the flooding in 2013) causes social activity of residents, helps to consolidate joint efforts aimed at solving problems.

- fourth, the role of participation in public hearings, as a form of citizen participation in solving local problems, too low in the minds of most residents.

So, development of potential social activity (especially young people), forming volunteer worldview of population through mass media in the coverage of the importance of socially useful activity, public participation in the activities of institutions of civil society, such as public organizations and associations, are particularly important now. Growth of social activity of residents of Khabarovsk territory will show the maturity of civil society.
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� Sociological research "Social activity of residents of the Khabarovsk territory" of the Far- Eastern institute – branch of RANEPA, 2013. Customer – Department of public relations of the Governor and Government of the  Khabarovsk territory. Selection of respondents - random in the selection and quota (in terms of gender and age, educational, professional and settlement characteristics of the population). There were surveyed 1,000 residents of the Khabarovsk territory. The statistical error does not exceed 3,1 %. The survey was conducted in the cities: Khabarovsk and Komsomolsk – on - Amur, and Amursk, Vyazemsk, Komsomolsk, Solnechniy, Khabarovsk municipal areas and municipal area Lazo. Under the supervision of Doctor of Sociology, Professor N.M. Baykov and candidate of sociological sciences, Associate Professor Y. Berezutskiy.





