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Anti-Soviet moods and their overcoming in SFEA

in the early thirties
At a boundary of the 1930th the command of the Special Far-Eastern army (further – SFEA) faced serious problems of a political morale of its staff. The problems were expressed in so-called "anti-Soviet moods" – negative attitude and rejection of the state policy from the considerable part of the Red Army men. The command undertook active actions on the overcoming of these things and strengthening of a political morale of the armies. In this article the main forms of manifestation of anti-Sovietism from the Red Army men’ side and the main measures undertaken by the command are analyzed, for their overcoming and the discipline strengthening in the armies.

На рубеже 1930-х гг. командование Особой Краснознамённой Дальневосточной армии (далее – ОКДВА) столкнулось с серьёзными проблемами политико-морального состояния её личного состава. Проблемы выражались в так называемых «антисоветских настроениях» – негативном отношении и неприятии политики государства со стороны значительной части красноармейцев. Командование предпринимало активные действия по преодолению этих явлений и укреплению политико-морального состояния войск. В статье анализируются основные формы проявления антисоветизма со стороны красноармейцев и основные меры, предпринимаемые командованием, по их преодолению и усилению дисциплины в войсках.
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The history of formation of the Special Far-Eastern army holding the Order of the Red Banner (further – SFEA) has a considerable historiography [3, 4, etc.]. However until recently the blackout of the number of documents, reports of the special departments about the moral and political state of the staff of the army didn't allow to study fully the complex problems of the socio-political character overcome by the command of SFEA at the early stage of its formation – 1929 – 1931 (as since 1932 the active growth of the number of SFEA began). In particular, the problem of so-called kulak and anti-Soviet moods among the ranks and the younger command structure of the army didn't receive the due research. At the same time, the moods of the Red Army men, their views are important for understanding of the features of formation of SFEA. The purpose of this article consists in that, being guided by the reports and the reports of the Special department and the SFEA Political department, to analyze and generalize the main tendencies in the moods of the ranks of the army at the initial stage of its formation (1929 – 1931) to evaluate their character and to open the methods of overcoming of the anti-Soviet moods, used by the SFEA command. In the documents under the anti-Soviet moods of the Red Army men are understood the rejection of the state policy by them, in particular the policy of mass collectivization of peasantry and the kulaks liquidation as the class.
Aggravation of the relations of the USSR with China in connection with the aggression of militaristic groups in Manchuria formed the basis for creation of the Special Far-Eastern army (further – SFEA, since 1930 – Special Far-Eastern army (SFEA) holding the Order of the Red Banner). The Revolutionary Military Council order from the August 6, 1929 the armies of SFD were the part of the Far-Eastern army (further – Siberian federal district), being in the territory of the Far-Eastern territory (further – FET), Buryat-Mongolskiy the ASSRR and the Irkutsk district: 1st, 2nd, 26th, 35th, 36th shooting divisions; 5th and 9th cavalry brigades. From the central regions of the USSR shooting divisions were thrown the 21st Perm holding the Order of the Red Banner and the 12th of Sibrevkom [3. Page 91]. The hero of the Civil war V. K. Blyukher who had considerable experience of the work in the Far-East was appointed the commander of SFEA.

From the first days the army command faced the number of difficulties of material character:  shortage of the weapon, ammunition, barracks for placement of the soldiers and many other things.  The political morale of the military personnel, overcoming of the anti-Soviet moods among the part of the Red Army men became a serious problem of formation of SFEA. 

The mood, in a wide sense of this word is a form of life-feeling, general state (tone). In the mood the personal relation of the person to all surrounding finds its expression. It acts as the general semantic context of the all sincere life and the person activity.
Anti-Soviet moods among peasants in the early thirties were presented by the rejection of the policy of full collectivization and the kulaks liquidation as the class. With these moods the Red Army men from among peasants came to the army ranks. The beginning of mass collectivization of the village and the kulaks liquidation as the class directly had the impact on the fighting spirit of considerable part of the Red Army men as the majority of them were the natives of peasants. So, in an appeal of 1928 (in SFD) the share of peasants made 63% [9. L. 51]; appeal of 1929 (SFEA) – 60,7% [10. L. 23]. Thus, the considerable part of Siberian and the Far-Eastern peasantry belonged to the number of prosperous, Siberia and the Far East surpassed all other regions of the RSFSR in this indicator: 6,7% – in Siberia and 7% – in the Far-Eastern territory (for comparison, in the Central-Chernozem – 2,3%, on the average, across the RSFSR – 3,7%, USSR – 4%) [2. P. 25].

Such phenomenon as "kulak" or "peasantry" moods in SFEA which has arisen among the staff, became the most widespread form of manifestation of the anti-Soviet moods among the Red Army men. In the review of the Special department for September 10, 1929 the kulak moods and the propaganda were allocated as one of the main problems of a political morale of the staff. We will conditionally separate three main forms of anti-Sovietism: passive, active and extreme. Passive form of opposition to the state policy the considerable part of Red Army men from among the peasants was subjected and was in many respects latent or orally expressed. Other form of rejection of the soviet policy by the Red Army men was the active anti-Soviet propaganda directed on the undermining of discipline and the appeals to non-performance of the orders. It was conducted by the rather insignificant part of the Red Army men from among the prosperous peasants.
In the first months of existence of Far-Eastern army they were the most active in the 21st Perm division (especially in the 61st regiment) where the activity of several groups which are carrying the active anti-Soviet propaganda was revealed at once, and the loyal mood to the Soviet power remained only by the working part of the Red Army men [7. P. 3 – 4]. The facts of distribution of anti-Soviet leaflets and the attempts of recruitment of the Red Army men by so-called "counterrevolutionary organizations" took place. "… In the judgments of the Red Army men, – it was spoken in one of the reports, – in what occasion they wouldn't occur, the tactics of organizational pressing and collective performances amplifies more and more. Moreover, from the some Red Army men some idea about connection with any counterrevolutionary organization was put" [7. L. 5 – 6].

Here some examples, characteristic for similar propaganda: "… To shoot the commanders and communists, and to take up the arms and to be given in captivity", "… here that, guys, during the war let's be organized and we will run across to Chinese, and there will send to the back, everything will be better" [7. L. 4 – 7]. On a question: "Who won't go to the front?", – he (Kuz’min – the Red Army man) answered: "It is possible to tell that any, to take at least me or you. Here I am an observer, and the observer has a machine gun in the hands if I notice the opponent for 200 steps, the order will be given for 600 steps, and my machine gun won't strike the opponent, and such as I, will be many" [7.L. 3]. On a question of the political leader: "How you will endure difficulties of the war?", – the Red Army man Kostylev answered: "Will bother, so I will turn the weapon against the our as it made in due time the imperial army, it and so bothered to serve" [12. L. 288].

The active form had more serious danger as the propagandists sought to recruit as much as possible supporters among the Red Army men. So, in the report of the Special department from September 22, 1929 it was claimed that "… peasants moods grow in the Red Army medium, prosperous shows sharp discontent, condemning the policy of the Soviet power, in their opinion, the soviet power owls the peasantry, ruining both as the kulak, so the peasant of average means, forces to register in the collectives" [7. L. 66]. It led to the growth of so-called kulak (or peasant) moods registered by the osobists. For example, in the 26th division for the first week of November 42 facts of the kulak moods, against 23 for the last week are fixed [7.L. 215].

The Red Army men adjusted thus refused from the participation in various collective political actions. For example, in August, 1929 in the 61st regiment of the 21st division the case of failure of adoption of the resolution took place, the speech of several Red Army men with criticism of the policy of the party in the village became the reason of it. And in September, 1929 "… in the 77th regiment the Red Army men Fridler, Moor and Farenburg refused to vote for a collective sending home the letters about the need of the early tax delivery, speaking: "We don't know the state  at home, there and without us will dispose" [7. L. 66].

The extreme forms of resistance to the state policy or "anti-Sovietism " were the specific actions directed on sabotage: equipment damage, disobedience to the commanders, the instigation to desertion. The attempt of organization of the mass desertion and the threat to the "commanders for physical violence" in the 21st division in August, 1929 is known [7. L. 4]. In total by October 10, 1929 from the moment of coming of the divisions to the border 101 cases of threats to the commanders took place. From them 31 is a discontent of political character: "… threateningly treated to the persons restrained by the grain procurements and the taxes" [7. L. 138]. The attempts of murders of political workers and commanders took place even. For example, in 1930 the attempt of murder of the secretary of the party cell of the 5th cavalry brigade was made [10. L. 420 – 454]. Though the similar actions had incidental character, they had a resonance and to the moral and political state of the army caused great damage. Here the threats to the commander of SFEA V. K. Blyukher personally should mention. The anonymous letter was sent to his address on behalf of some group of the Red Army men who showed the indignation concerning the government policy. In it the authors from the commander of SFEA demanded to agree with the regional authorities and to take the measures for improvement of the population life. The requirements were supported with direct threat: "… and if these requirements aren't met, and wait the Massacre of St. Bartholomew" [10. L. 263 – 264].

From the beginning of active operations on KVZhD in October, 1929 moral and political tension in the army weakened. "… The kulak moods extended until recently and complaints to the neediness of families were reduced to minimum. At the same time with preparation and coming the big fighting arising" was noted, – the deputy chief of the Special department of SFEA I.B. Lerner reported on April 27, 1930 [10. L. 263 – 55]. However with the end of fights the new round of not satisfactory in the ranks of the Red Army men began. Village influence through the incoming correspondence still was considered as the main source of the kulak moods. Estimating the volumes of the "negative" correspondence coming ton SFEA, it is visible that the real volume of letters made about a quarter of the total amount of the incoming documents of the village of "negative" character [10. L. 307]. Emotionality and indignation in the letters speak for itself: "It is rumored that all Siberia sits hunger that long ago already there was hungry Siberia, and now especially"; "… still don't cease to torment people with bread and, probably, by the spring many will die with hunger". The statements were said about the fast and inevitable attack to the USSR of the foreign states: "… They say that there will be a war soon that Poland, Romania and France want to attack the USSR, probably, this power will be changed" [10. L. 138]. Especially often in the letters the problems of shortage of seeds, reductions of the arable areas, the inevitable reduction of crops and danger of hunger [in the same place] were mentioned. "… The considerable percent of the letters coming … from some districts of the Western Siberia still dazzles with messages about the non-crop, about the bad quality of bread, and on this basis prophesy the inevitability of hunger similar to hunger of 1921" [10. L. 307], – it was spoken in one of the reports. It is interesting being traced in the letters of March – April, 1930 reaction of peasants to the well-known article of I.V. Stalin "Dizziness from successes" and the Central Committee Resolution "About the struggle against the curvatures of the party line in the collective-farm movement". The part from them perceived its (resolution) as the "retreats of the party, fluctuation etc.". Some believed that there weren't the curvatures, and the violent collectivization and was the real line of the party which "… for the fear before the insurgent movement invented these curvatures, having covered with them the retreat" [10. L. 141].

Along with the anti-Soviet statements and propaganda in some army parts, there were the groups which conducting an organized anti-Soviet propaganda. And, the considerable share of participants of the groups was made by the workers, farm laborers and poor people. So, from December, 1930 till February, 1931 in the divisions of SFEA 3 anti-Soviet groups were revealed, 70% of participants  were the workers, farm laborers and poor people though the organizers of the groups were "almost always the socially alien elements" [11. L. 59]. And since December 1930 till May, 1931 8 counterrevolutionary groups and 21 cases of direct anti-Soviet propaganda were registered already [11. L. 91]. On this background the desertion and alcoholism growth took place. For alcoholism in December, 1930 on a guardroom stayed 30 people (in total amount 151 days), in February – 22 people (188 days) [11. L. 60 – 61]. According to the Political department, through the alcoholism there was an involvement of the Red Army men in the anti-Soviet groups. Separate facts of direct wrecking, equipment damage took place [11. L. 91оb.].

The commander of ODVA V. K. Blyukher, the veteran of the World War I, who was the witness of decay of the army of the Russian Empire, couldn't but realize the danger of similar moods. Countermeasures followed soon enough. Already on October 1, 1929 there was an Order No. 2/004 signed by V. K. Blyukher, Ya.A. Lapin and D. N. Gusev according to which in the divisions of SFEA was necessary to reveal and "withdraw" all the "class alien and socially dangerous elements", i.e. whose parents are deprived of electoral rights. Under this category the children and close relatives of the priests, the former police officers, the kulaks, criminals and everyone, "… proved from the sharply negative side on the service and, mainly, on the influence on the people around" got mainly. The special commissions needed to make "withdrawal", as a part of divisional commanders, chiefs of the Special department and the division of Political department. "Withdrawal", according to the order, meant the coming to the service to the military and working regiments [7. L. 171 – 173].

The practice of dismissal from the army of the persons deprived of electoral rights, was changed in February, 1930 by the special Order No. 2/400140 [10. L. 22]. All materials about deprivation went now to the 2nd department of the staff of the army. And the dismissal of such persons could be carried out only according to the special order of the 2nd department of the staff of the army or the Special commission.
By the October 10, 1929 from "a kulak and anti-Soviet element" 58 people were withdrawn, were studied on dismissal – 91 [7. L. 137]. By the November 5 only from the 21st division were dismissed 22 the class alien Red Army man [7. L. 227 – 228], by the November 15 from it were dismissed 68 "socially alien" and "kulak adjusted" Red Army men [7. L. 241]. In total for the reporting period from November 1, 1929 to June 1, 1930 from SFEA 228 people of the younger command and the ranks (0,47% of all number) were withdrawn [6. P. 211]. 

Further from the command of SFEA the instructions to strengthen the withdrawal process of the class alien elements came. So, in March, 1931 the chief of Political management of the army A.I. Mezis in the information letter put forward the following directions: "… to force the withdrawal from the divisions the class alien persons and the elements showing the anti-Soviet activity, … social and alien elements, incidentally filtered into the army and hidden the social past, immediately, after the detection to prosecute", and also to strengthen the impact on the violators of discipline and to improve the work of the Communist Party organizations [11. L. 62 – 64]. In total from December 1930 till May, 1931 from the army 238 people were withdrawn [11. L. 91], i.e. no more than 0,5% of the SFEA number.

However, except the mentioned "withdrawals", already then the cases of arrests, and giving the Red Army men to the court took place [7.L. 136]. So, in the first of March were arrested and made responsible under the article 58 – 10 of the UK 54 Red Army men from which 6 were condemned by "three" to the terms from 3 to 6 years [10. L. 41]. From March 20 to April 1, 1930 "by the arrest" 126 people were withdrawn already [10. L. 78, 98].

At the military-political meeting of SFEA in December, 1931 was noted that exactly political training and the involvement of the army public promoted "… to the raising of efficiency of the sentences and transformation of the judicial repression into the instrument of education of the military personnel". Actually it meant the recognition of repressive measure as the most effective. The importance of political training of the trials "… was separately emphasized in order that the judicial repression was the really full-fledged educational instrument" [11. L. 122].
However it would be wrong to claim that in overcoming of the anti-Soviet moods and the actions emphasis was placed only on the repressive measures. From the political departments of divisions an active explanatory work on the involvement of the Red Army men in the socialist competition, various political circles was conducted. According to the report about the results of political occupations for the winter period of 1930, the main objectives of political departments admitted executed, and "… the main mass of the Red Army men correctly acquired the questions of our domestic policy" [10. L. 324 – 328]. But "… the political bodies didn't pay due consideration of the fastest elimination of technical illiteracy … and to the raising of cultural and political level" of the Red Army men [in the same place]. In the low level of literacy and education of the working and the farm-laborer part of the Red Army men the political departments saw the main problem. From the appeal of 1928 (1906 of the birth) in SIBVO literate there were 54,7%, semiliterate – 30,6% and illiterate
 – 14,7% [9. L. 51]. Among the soldiers of SFEA in February, 1930 semiliterate and illiterate were 58% [11. L. 39].

Besides, in the work of political departments sometimes took place formalism, "perversions of the political work" and the abuses which were regularly criticized by the osobists [10. L. 78 – 79]. The measures for improvement of the work of political departments were taken. So, in March, 1931 A.I. Mezis demanded improvement of the work of the Communist Party organizations and the punishment of the workers and the heads for the weak activity in this direction, and "… to place the mass work at the service in the strengthening of political morale, discipline and the combat training" [11. L. 62 – 64]. According to the Report data "About the results of performance of the Order RVS No. 080
 for the winter period", by July, 1931 for the weak management of political education of the Red Army men 5 commissioners, 3 responsible secretaries of the party bureau, 2 political heads and 4 secretaries were dismissed; one bureau of the Komsomol and 8 presidiums of the Komsomol cells are dismissed. Political heads and their deputies of the several divisions were called to the liability, in particular the commander commissioner of the 87th cavalry regiment was prosecuted for an ugly state of the weapon in the regiment and personal dissoluteness [11. L. 93 ob.].

And though the inflow of the Red Army men to the party and the interest in the military-political study is noted, the resolute change "still in the number of Communist Party organizations isn't created". Still "the slackness in the fight against the negative phenomena", the inability accurately to organize the work of "political bodies" took place [11. L. 91]. Following the results of the inspection check in SFEA in December, 1931 the results of political trainings admitted as unsatisfactory, well acquired the program only the third (30%), the others satisfactory or weak [11. L. 134 – 141]. 

Apparently, the explanatory activity of political departments wasn't deprived of serious shortcomings. Nevertheless, at the mentioned military-political meeting of SFEA in December, 1931 was noted that the tasks of struggle against the negative things (anti-moral), as a whole, were solved. In particular, the criminal record on military crimes decreased, in comparison with the previous winter period, for 40% (the truth, is a question of the all types of crimes). In the resolution of the meeting the task to capture in an educational system the all working layer of the Red Army men was set [11. L. 122].

About the effectiveness of measures undertaken by the command testifies the number of the registered "kulak" or "peasant moods" as which the facts of the kulak and peasants uprisings, propagandas or public statements were ranked known to the staff of the Special departments. Available incomplete data (for October, 1929, spring – summer of 1930 and the beginning of 1932) testify that they, as a whole, remained at the level of 750 – 800 facts, despite some fluctuations which can be explained with the seasonal changes (sowing campaign or harvesting in the village).
For example, in a seven-day week from October 4 to October 10, 1929, Special department of SFEA is fixed about one thousand facts of the negative peasant moods (from them 805 –was the share of the 2nd division) [7.L. 136]. For a ten-day period, from March 20 to April 1, 1930, 773 facts of the kulak moods were fixed [10. L. 76, 75], that is there was some recession. In April (from 10 to 20) there were 803 [10.L.130]. The sharp jump of kulak moods was observed from April 20 to May 1 – 1377 [10 L. 178 – 179]. By the summer their number again fell and from June to September, 1930 there were stable, on the average, about 750 - 800 facts of kulak moods for the ten-day period [10. L. 76, 95, 111 – 112, 130, 140 – 141, 178 – 179, 202, 275, 283, 294, 309, 366]. At the beginning of 1932 in SFEA 2492 facts of the anti-Soviet moods (they were characterized as "negative political moods") in January and 2556 – in February were fixed [12 L. 287]. For comparison 2586 is in April (the sum of data from the three ten-day reports) [10. L. 130, 140 – 141, 178 – 179], 2393 is in May [10.L. 202, 275, 241] and 2300 is in June [10. L. 283, 251, 294].

Besides, in the reports of the Special department and Political department for the considered period the general situation with the changes of moods of the staff of the army was characterized as a whole positively. In autumn reports of 1929 was noted: "… In the most cases anti-Soviet propaganda meets the repulse from the Red Army men, however on the less steady it nevertheless influences" [7. L. 29], "… along with the sharpening of kulak moods, we have also the growth of resistance to the influence of kulak elements from the bulk of the Red Army men coming from the peasant medium" [7. L. 133 – 134]. The similar characteristic of the situation remained in the reports for 1930 and 1931. In the Political report No. 26 for June, 1930 was fixed: "… Mood of the bulk of the Red Army men, despite the amplifying attempts of the kulaks by the various provocative methods through letters (and directly) to affect the army, continues to remain steady. It finds the brightest expression in the wide organization of the socialist competition for the strengthening of the combat training, in the rapid growth of the shock-worker movement in the army" [10. L. 265], the convincing examples of repulse of the anti-Soviet propaganda also were given from the Red Army men. In the report for February 1, 1931 the situation also was characterized optimistically: "… It is characteristic that the kulak adjusted elements among the young growth seek to influence on the old-timers as "the live witnesses" about what they speak, but in the most cases they receive the repulse both from the young growth bulk, and from the old-timers" [11. L. 41].

It allows consider that for the bulk of the Red Army men of SFEA the active anti-Sovietism and the kulak moods weren't peculiar. The reports were formed by the competent persons for the closed using and informing of the top management, the conscious distortion of situation here is improbable. It is possible to provide the data on the outlined tendency of improvement of the political morale of the Red Army men. According to the Political department reports, the growth of the party and Komsomol organizations in SFEA was observed. So, for example, in "The Conclusions about the results of inspection of the state of the Communist Party organizations and the party-political work in the divisions of the 35th building division" (March, 1931) was noted that "… the political morale of the Red Army mass is steady, it is confirmed by the party and the Komsomol growth, growth of the collective farmers, the scope of the socialist competition" [11. L. 52]. In the Resolution of the III plenum of the army commission of SFEA of June 17, 1931 the increased political activity of the broad Red Army masses and the commanding structure, actively supporting the general line of the party in the socialist construction" was noted "… that found expression in the enthusiasm by the fighting study, the shock-work movement and "significant increase in the wish to be in the party". It should be noted that in September – December, 1930 1977 applications for admission in the members of VKPB, and during January-March, 1931 – 2707 applications were submitted, "… the quality of growth of the party organization increased". The Komsomol organization grew by 3338 people for the first quarter of 1931 (23,4% to the staff of all organization) also [11. L. 103]. It should be noted that the growth of the party organizations in SFEA then couldn't be caused by the growth of SFEA since to the end of 1931 payroll number of SFEA remained the same, as well as in 1929 – about 40 thousand people [1. P. 55 – 56; 4. P. 244]. The active proliferation of SFEA began only since 1932. These facts testify to the outlined gradual improvement of the political morale of the staff of SFEA. Nevertheless, the reports of 1932 testify that the problem of anti-Soviet moods wasn't overcome and kept considerable scales [12. L. 278].

Summarizing the told, it is necessary to emphasize that from the first months of existence of the Special Far-Eastern army its command faced the problem of the anti-Soviet moods and propagandas among the Red Army men. Like communicating parts the social and economic problems in the country were reflected in the state of the armed forces. In some cases anti-Soviet propaganda was directed on instigation to desertion, non-performance of the orders and was the danger to the fighting capacity of the armed forces. The main carriers and organizers of these moods were, generally the representatives of the prosperous peasantry and the kulaks. Solving the problem of increase of the fighting capacity of SFEA under the conditions of an increase of military threat in the Far East of the USSR, the command and political bodies in the overcoming of anti-Soviet moods among the Red Army men used such measures, as the correspondence per-lustration, an explanation of a state policy through the political education organization. Concerning the most active anti-Soviet adjusted Red Army men who are carrying on the propaganda and trying to create the groups, repressive measures, including giving to the court were used. And though during the studied period the moral and political state gradually got stronger that was expressed in the growth of the party and Komsomol organization and even in the repulse of anti-Soviet propaganda, however, completely at the initial stage wasn't succeeded to overcome the anti-Soviet moods among the Red Army men in the army.
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� The people owning elementary skills of reading, but not able to write (I.M. Bogdanov. Literacy and education in pre-revolutionary Russia and the USSR M. of 1964 P. 54 – 55) were considered as the semiliterate. In the documents there was even such formulation, as "… semiliterate, in insignificant degree differing from illiterate" (Reform in the Red army. Documents and materials. 1923 – 1928. Moscow, 2006, book 2, p. 271). 


� Apparently, it is a question of the Revolutionary Military the Order No. 080 of October 24, 1930 "About the results of combat training of RKKA for 1929/30 and about the educational purposes for 1931".





