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About the plan-mass work among the women-Far-Easterners in 1941 – 1945
In the article the discussion deals with the involvement of women in the military – industrial production during the World War II, the preparation and the retraining of female professional personnel in the specialties necessary in the military time. The author pays attention to the party propagandistic work among the female population of the Far East, and also to the female antifascist patriotic movement.
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The territory of the Far East of the USSR was not involved in the battles of the Second World War practically to its end. However the population of the region entirely was introduced to the purpose of achievement of the Great Victory. The patriotism of Soviet Far-Easterners was perceived in everything: in the desire to go as volunteers to the front and to the military service, in the tendency to work in the rear better and with the complete return, in the timid expectation of news from the front, in the lamentable sympathy to those fellow citizens, whose relatives perished, burn into captivity or differently suffered from the Fascist occupiers.

Many specialists, who had experience and durable habits of their professions, were mobilized or voluntarily left to the front and to the military service. To form the personnel of workers was necessary due to the internal sources, mainly, due to the women and the adolescents. Many pensioners returned to the production [1. P. 10]. Party, Soviet, economic organizations conducted organization in the territory on the guarantee of the branches of national economy with personnel, the attraction of women and young people to the labor. In the first period of the war in Komsomol'sk-on-Amur 17510 people was involved in the production and was trained to different mass specialties, of them 4683 – woman. In the fish industry was poured, for example, 7728 people [1. P. 10]. 
Female worker of the station Blagoveshchensk A.V. Bulycheva on June 23, 1941 gave to the chief of the station, to the secretary of the Party bureau petition, in which she wrote: “I have those not used of 28 leave days, leisure I reject, from monthly leave also. Money for the monthly leave 1940 – 1941 I please to take into the fund of defense of the country” [2. P. 32]. Under the direction of the party organization of the region all enterprises of the Amur Region into the shortest periods were transferred into the output of product, necessary for the army and the navy [2. P. 32]. The Decree of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR dated June 26, 1941 “About the regime of the operating time of workers and employees into the military time” [3. P. 37 – 38] introduced, in particular in p. 4 the rule: the payment of the required overtime work of workers and employees to make half again as much [4. P. 7].
The powerful wave of the lift of patriotism gave a ride throughout through the entire Amur region during the first days of war. On July 2, 1941 the local press of the Amur region published the rotation of the members of the Komsomol of the Mikhaylo – Chesnokovsk car-repair plant of the city Svobodnyi to all girls of the city and village with the call to master the leading professions [5. P. 29]. “The main task – mastery by the girls of the complex production professions in order to replace the men at the machine tools”, wrote the newspaper “The Banner of commune” in July 1941 [6]. On July 11 1941 the women – builders of the plant “Amurstal” in Komsomol'sk-on-Amur also turned themselves to all women of the territory with the call to go to the building, to master construction professions [1. P. 197]. In the article of L. Rodionova, V. Shalagina, K. Rodionova (assistants of the fire men of the depot of the station Voroshilov – Ussuri) “The woman on the locomotive”, published on July 6, 1941 in the newspaper “Red Banner”, was noted, that the women do not inferior in their work to the man – locomotive crew members. “On the railroad transport there are no such professions, which would not be accessible to the women”, we read further [7]. 
The Kamchatka province was also involved by the patriotic actions, which poured out into the meetings of workers immediately after the attack of Fascist Germany in the Soviet Union. The chain of the antifascist actions of Kamchatka united the powerful meeting, which passed on July 25, 1945 in Petropavlovsk. Detailed report about it gave the newspaper “Kamchatka truth” [8]. In the editorial was said, that workers of Kamchatka are ready to give all their forces, knowledge and life for the native land, for the honor, for the freedom [8]. This was the weighty patriotic conclusion, at basis of which was the decision of meeting of the women – housewives of Petropavlovsk, accepted by two days earlier. Namely on July 23, 1941 they called all women of Petropavlovsk and the entire Kamchatka province to master the man professions in perfection in order in the necessary time to occupy the place of their husbands, sons, fathers and brothers in the production, fishing industry combines, in the agricultural institutions [9. P. 26]. 
“We, women, read we in the decision of meeting of the woman – housewives of Petropavlovsk dated July 23, 1941; – we call all women – housewives of the city and the region to take an active part in all social activities, connected with the strengthening of defense capability of the region and Petropavlovsk. We call you, friends, to multiply the numbers of reserve donors, to create everywhere the fire –prevention guards, to learn accurately to shoot and to render the injured first aid. We will break and destroy the bloody fascism of Hitlerites!” [9. P. 26]. Following this decision and the wave of meetings all party and Soviet organizations of the Kamchatka province obtained the concrete directives of the Regional committee of VKP (b) on the preparation and involvement of women in the production, the agriculture and the defense of the region. 
The newspaper “Pacific Ocean Komsomol member” in summer 1941 published the materials about the working achievements of the Far-Easterners. “The timekeeper from Khabarovsk Anya Romanova, studies the motor vehicle, and in order to know how to overhaul it – even and the tool making matter” [10], we read on the pages of the sequential issue on July 29. The members of the Komsomol of the Khabarovsk power station P. Kobzareva, M. Gorbunova, I. Novakovskaya appeared with the initiative to master the professions of machinists, fitters, turners, stokers. The committee of Komsomol organized for this the special training groups (it was published in the issue on August 8) [11].
Primorsk territory was also involved by the party – propagandistic work. In September 1941 in Vladivostok, in the Gor'kiy boundary theater of drama  the meeting of women, dedicated to the consideration of the appeal of women of the antifascist meeting in Moscow, where was accepted the turning to all women of Primorsk territory about the rendering aid to the front [12. P. 2]. On October 3 1943 the newspaper “Red Banner” published the rotation of party organs to the young people of the Soviet Primor’e: “Youths and the girl of Primor’e! Above our excellent Fatherland the death threat is overhanging. We will be never the slaves, Fascist cutthroats will never rule on our earth!” [13. P. 2]. “Girls-patriots! – we read further, master the man professions, study tool making, turnery, become operators and tractor operators! Will be ready to replace fathers, brothers, fiances by the production! Study the military science, master the specialties of nurses, sanitary brigade members, communications men!” [14. P. 75].

The Bureaus of the Primorsk territorial committee of VKP (b) by its decision “About the strengthening of work among the women” dated September 12, 1941 bound all city committees, district committees of party to strengthen the work among the women, joining them for dealing against the fascism, in all urban working settlements, at the factories, plants, state farms and kolkhozes; to conduct work among the women, after mobilizing their attention on the further increase in the production indices [15. L. 51 – 52]. Also the bureau bound to publish an appeal to women in all urban and district newspapers with the information about the value of female antifascist meeting on September 7, 1941 in Moscow, which marked the beginning of the association of women of the entire world for dealing against the fascism [14. P. 97]. According to this decision the party organs of cities and regions were obligated to assign women on the collection of warm things for the army, to organize the actions of the progressive-minded women of the Primorsk territory in the newspapers [14. P. 97]. 
The antifascist meeting, carried out in Moscow, had the wide public resonance in the Soviet Union and in the Far East, it caused the powerful wave of people disturbance and protest. The newspaper “Red Banner” on September 8, 1941 published the correspondence of the patriots of Vladivostok with the proposal to be joined to the call of women of Moscow “to widen the front of fight with the Hitlerism” [12]. The next day published the appeal of the meeting of women of Vladivostok to all women of Primor’e about the rendering of every possible aid to the front was published [16]. 
Both these articles contain the angry patriotic speeches of the best-known women of Vladivostok: scientific, engineering and technical workers. Their ardent speeches were dedicated to the call to fight with the fascism, to take vengeance upon bloody cutthroat – fascists for the mass murders of injured Soviet soldiers and innocent civilians in the occupied territories, for the brutal tortures, for the mass round-ups and the rapes of women, girls, girl – schoolgirls and their murder directly on the eyes of parents, for all other crimes, caused to Soviet people [14. P. 101 - 103]. The articles also contain the calls to the women of Primor’e to go to the factories and plants, the state farms and MTS, rail transport and state offices in order by their labor to help the Red Army, the Red Navy in the fastest victory above the enemy; to increase the productivity of labor; to master the military science, specialties of nurses, communications men, to render aid to the injured soldiers of the Red Army and Red Navy [14. P. 103 – 106].
The newspaper “Kamchatka truth” on September 18, 1941 published the editorial “Soviet women help to raid enemy” in response to the meeting, dedicated to the female anti – fascist movement in Moscow. In the Kamchatka province female fishing brigades were formed, many women came to the enterprises of trade cooperation [17]. The Woman – communications workers intensely master the second and third specialties: station fitters, telegraphers and so forth [17]. From the message of the newspaper “Soviet Sakhalin” on October 9, 1941 we learn about the analogous antifascist meeting of young people in Aleksandrovsk, that the members of the Komsomol of Sakhalin master the second specialties, the medical and sanitary matter, are prepared for the protection of the native land [18]. 
The party organs continued cadre and propagandistic work among the population. In Primor’e the bureau of territorial committee of VKP (b) decreed to head the movement among the young people and the training of girl – employees the production professions (we learn from the decision of the bureau of the Primorsk territorial committee of VKP (b) “About the work of the Komsomol organization of the territory under the conditions of patriotic war” dated October 27, 1941) [15. L. 150 – 154]. 
At the beginning of November 1941 on the call of the Khabarovsk Komsomol members the collection of means to the building of the flight began. On November 26, 1941 according to the message of the newspaper “Amur truth” to these purposes came 1584230 rubles, and on December 5, 1941– 2625962 rubles [19]. In the overwhelming majority of the cases the means came from women, and also from the pensioners [20. P. 108 – 112]. 
The association of the Blagoveshchensk sewing factory sewed the uniforms for soldiers. Female workers worked 10 12 hours a day in order to make the orders before the appointed time. But sometimes they stayed in the shops for 18 – 20 hours [2. P. 33]. Production of this and other such factories was necessary at the front. The things were gathered to the front, which is called, by the entire world, from all enterprises they required the necessary production, many things brought personally citizens. The Soviet party organs, taking into account special significance of the data process in the heavy military time, attempted to stimulate it and to take the matter under their control. The Central Committee of VKP (b) in the decision “About the collection of warm things and linen for the Red Army” dated September 5, 1941 [4. P. 13] prescribed the entire work on conducting of the collection of warm things for the Red Army to carry out not in the way of charity, but as the most important state affair. The regional committees, territorial committees and CC of the communist parties of the union republics, city committees and the district committees of parties were forced to ensure the  strict calculation of the coming from population warm things, their safety and the account before CC of VKP (b) [4. P. 14].
In the decision VI of the Plenum of the Amur regional committee of VKP (b) “About the current moment and the tasks of party-political work in the region under the wartime conditions” dated October 25, 1941 [5. P. 72 – 73] in p. 8. was contained the order: “To ensure daily work among the women more daringly advancing them in different sections of work, using their initiative and energy for the aid to front and organizing the victory above the enemy, assigning the women on study of the man professions, ensuring, thus, the replacement on production and in the kolkhozes of men, who left into the army” [21. L. 211 – 213].

In the decision VI of the plenum of the Primorsk territorial committee of VKP (b) on the secretary’s report of the Primorsk territorial committee of VKP (b) “About the tasks of party organization under the conditions of World War II” in p. 8 was contained the more serious directive: “To obligate the party and economic leaders within the monthly period to cover a shortage of hands due to the wide attraction into the production of women from the number of domestic mistresses and dependants. To organize the wide training of workers, the training of personnel of complex qualification from the unskilled workers, the employees and the members of their families” [22. L. 116 – 12]. However, working hands was not sufficient, were noted the facts of sponging, deviation from the work both among the men (for any reasons not called in WPRA (Workers' and Peasants' Red Army)) and among the women – housewives. By the essential source of the recruitment of workers and employees, despite not on what, as before were the women, who voluntarily came to production. They replaced fathers, husbands, brothers, sons, who protected the native land. The role of women in the public production substantially grew. Only in Yakutiya the share of women practically on all branches of production and agriculture grew two [23. P. 65].

In spite of applied efforts, the mass agitation of the unoccupied population – to enter the work, everywhere was perceived the sharp scarcity of labor force. The more radical measures of the government were required for the solution of problem level, and they did not force to wait themselves. The Decree of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR dated February 13, 1942 “About the mobilization of working urban population for the work in the production and in the building” declared the mobilization of men at the age from 16 to 55 years and women from 16 to 45 years, not occupied with public – useful labor [3. P. 64].

The mass coming of women to the production was the consequence of the enormous organizational and political work of the party, Soviet and Komsomol organs. For again coming to the production the wide network of circles, courses, technical schools on mastery of production specialties was expanded. Many learned to professions directly at the machine tools through the system of individual apprenticeship. The conditions, in order to make possible to women to work were created. Party, economic, Soviet organizations developed the network of children's establishments in order to free women for the work in production, helped them to arise into the system of defenders of the native land [23. P.66]. “There are no man professions”, under this slogan worked women in the enterprises of industry and transport. The women worked as turners, milling machine operators, stokers, compilers of trains, as couplers, loaders, sailors, navigators, brigade leaders on the seine, fishermen, miners [23. P. 66].

In the years of great for the native land tests the women showed large courage, patriotism, endurance and carried out many important tasks of front. M.I. Kalinin, speaking about this, noted: “Entire previous turns pale before the great epic of present war, before heroism and spirit of sacrifice of Soviet women, who manifest civil valor, endurance with the loss of those loved, enthusiasm in the fight with this force, and, I would say, by majesty, what never was observed in the past” [24. P. 347].

Not small value under the wartime conditions had an introduction into the action of the decision by CPC of USSR (Council of People's Commissars USSR) “About the organization at the enterprises of individual and brigade apprenticeship” dated May 21, 1942 [3. P. 68 – 69], because of which the training of professional personnel in the enterprises was set to the new level. Now the specialists were prepared with a strict account of needs of the enterprise and the branch as a whole, adapted individual, more qualitative approach taking into account the abilities of those training. The problems of personnel began to be solved objectively, concretely, essentially. In individual and brigade apprenticeship were involved many women, who for the first time came to the production during the war and those that previously worked in other specialties.

As a whole in the Far East, in Amur region the problem of labor resources was solved due to the coming to the industry of woman – housewives, adolescents, pensioners [2. P. 39]. From 1940 until 1944 the specific weight of women in the provincial industry increased from 38% to 57%, and among the collective farmers – from 66% to 88%.

The newspaper “Pacific Ocean star” in 1942 published other, not less significant information [5. P. 38]: “The women – activists of the Far East of the USSR organized the collection of clothing and foot-wear for the children from the freed from the German occupiers regions. The women of Yukhtinsk
 secondary economy sewed themselves suits for boys and girls. They collected and sent more than 300 children's things” [25]. Such notes, articles, publications of the Far-Eastern military press established not simple the facts of the working achievements of the female population, they had great political educational value. Noting the already perfect facts, they impelled the population of the territory, all toilers of the Far-Eastern rear to work even more zealous for the good of the great victory above the enemy. Without stinting on forces, without putting away hands, the women-Far-Easterners worked, carrying out and exceeding the established norms of the production of production for the front and the rear, their own working achievements exceeded.
The analysis of the studied literature showed that in the national region of the Far East of the RSFSR the acute problem of personnel, in essence, was solved in the first period of the war. The sharp increase % in the women was characteristic feature in the structure of working class. Their share in the national economy of the country increased with 33% in 1940 to 53% in 1942 [26. P. 111], in the national regions of the Far East, in accordance with 28% to 56%, and in individual enterprises the number of women reached 65 – 70% of the total number of those worked [23. P. 76 – 77].

To an International Women's day in 1943 the Far-Eastern press (as always) published material about the women. "I work as a machinist”, – the name of sequential narration about the woman-toiler. This is what described about herself A. Mamaeva – machinist of the depot of the station Zavitaya: “When the war began, I made tests for machinist…. In my family the misfortune happened – husband died, four children remained. How to bring them up? [27] – gave the sorrowful words of this woman the newspaper – I have no thought not in order to leave the work, when my labor is so necessary to the native land, continued she. The leaders of depot helped me to arrange them, and I with the new energy undertook the matter. I want and I will work still better, even more to bring defense production to the front for the crushing defeat of Fascist villains. By high indices noted my brigade the XXV anniversary of the Red Army. We took upon ourselves socialist obligations in the pre-May competition and now we carry out them successfully” [27].

From the decision of XII plenum of the Sakhalin regional committee of VKP (b) about training of the party and Soviet economic personnel dated December 8, 1943 [28. P. 586] it is possible to learn that for the years of World War II in the petroleum, coal, fish industries and other branches of the national economy of Sakhalin region more than 4500 women and more than 2000 adolescents, through different forms of courses were involved, and also by an individual training were prepared the workers of different specialties [29].

It goes without saying, both the publications of periodicals and the statements of Soviet citizens, in essence, bore ideological enthusiasm. However, this does not mean that they were deceitful, contained untruth and were written on the straight order of the party organs. Simply such was the Soviet society, and the generation, which was brought up in it before the war, sincerely believed to its authority, trembling related to those ideals, which were cultivated by this authority.

Female and teenage labor in the rear became one of the prerequisites in reaching of the break in the World War II. Obvious only after became the fact that the victory will be after us, some relaxations were introduced into the military working legislation. On the eve of the sequential celebration of International Women's day on March 8 the decision by CPC USSR (Council of People's Commissars USSR) dated March 5, 1944 “About the assignment of the weekly day of rest and leaves during the military time to the adolescents younger 16 years” was accepted [3. P. 194]. Now worked adolescents, girls could have additional leave day in the week and the leave during in 12 days, which was extremely necessary for the growing still not developed organism.
Propagandistic work during the war consisted not only in the attraction of women to the public labor. The general patriotic spirit of Soviet people grew during these severe days. Strictly grew the number of those, who desired to join the party. From the report of the Primorsk territorial committee of VKP (b) to the Central Committee of VKP (b) about the work of the Primorsk boundary party organization in 1939 – 1944 [14. P. 159] in the part “About the organizational and party-political work of the Primorsk boundary party organization, about its composition and increase in the numbers” [14. P. 160 – 161] is possible to learn that in the composition of those accepted in the party the number of workers, collective farmers, engineering and technical workers and women increased (see the table). 
Table 1 
The dynamics of the number of candidates in members to the Primorsk boundary organization of VKP (b) 1941 – first half of 1944
	Date, year.
	Accepted by candidates in the party member, men.
	Including

	
	
	Workers
	%
	Collective farmers
	%
	ETW
	%
	Women
	%

	1941
	1253
	254
	20,2
	44
	3,5
	202
	28,4
	159
	12,7

	1942
	3277
	935
	28,5
	339
	10,3
	499
	26,7
	677
	20,6

	1943
	4121
	1359
	32,9
	428
	10,4
	688
	30,1
	1012
	24,9

	For 6 m. 1944
	1877
	621
	33
	177
	9,4
	343
	18,3
	503
	26,7


It is made according to data 30. – L. 41, 42, 45.
On the basis of data, represented in the table, most actively within the entire period of 1941 – 1944 the candidate to the party members became those, who were occupied in the industry, the building, in the production, namely working and engineering and technical personnel. The women were considered separately. It goes without saying, 12,7% of women from the number of those accepted to the candidate to party members in 1941 – the share is not very significant, but already that among the women the party – propagandistic work was conducted, does not cause doubt. In the future the share of women – candidate to the party members grew yearly and made 26,7% in 1944 from the total number of candidates newly taken or it is more than twice (on the comparison with 1941). This indisputably can be considered as positive fact, since precisely the party in the period of war was that powerful uniting force, which was capable of joining people in their struggle with the general enemy.

Primorsk party organization counted in its numbers 21450 members and candidates to party members, besides 12000 Communists, taken to the army and 3000 left into the other organs, beyond the limits of the territory [30. L. 41]. Since July 1941 until July 1944 the Primorsk party organization took 7016 people into the members of VKP (b) and 10097 people as candidate to the party members [30. L. 45].

Analogous situation was in the party organs of other regions of the Far East. From the report about the work of Kamchatka regional committee of VKP (b) the Khabarovsk territorial committee of party (December 1946) became known, that in the years of patriotic war in the ranks of party was taken 5842 people, 2441 people to the members of VKP (b) and 3409 to candidates. Of all accepted on the region 11,9% made the women [9. P. 195]. The Far-Eastern party organizations developed wide promising propagandistic work among the population of the rear, including among the women, assuming that precisely high patriotic attitude and combat spirit of the Soviet citizens will help to overcome all military difficulties.

Thus, according to plan- mass the propagandistic work of Soviet party and economic organs among the women-Far-Easterners in the years of World War II of 1941 – 1945 on the involvement of women in the military industrial production, the replacement of men, called to the front, to preparation and to the retraining of female professional personnel in the necessary in the military time specialties gave the perceptible results. Due to the female personnel problem with the scarcity of working hands was predominantly solved moreover, precisely because of the female work the Soviet rear was fastened, the economy was rebuilt to the military, the considerable achievements in the production of weaponry, ammunition, military equipment were achieved. In essence, due to female labor the general production of the necessary industrial goods and, in many respects, agricultural production was ensured. All said above makes it possible to make the conclusion that precisely the participation of women in the defense production became one of the decisive prerequisites of reaching the break in the World War II. Not small role in the approximation of our victory belongs to the Soviet toilers of the Far East.
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