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The role of population of the Far East of the USSR in the guarantee the inviolability of the state boundaries (1930th years)
The generalization of historical experience shows that under the complex geopolitical conditions of the Far East the value of the help in strengthening of the defense potential of the region, exerted by the population of near-boundary regions, is not valued. In the article the role of the Far-Easterners in the forming of the legal order on the state border in 1930th is shown.
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At the beginning of 1930th the Soviet Union, having partially restored the economy after the Civil War and military intervention, continued to feel the hostility from the side of external world. The Far East of the USSR was at this time one of the zones of contradictions and conflicts. The seizure by Japanese troops of Manchuria in the second-half of 1931 and the organization of marionette state Manchzhou-Go in 1932, the unsettledness of relations with China became the main destabilizing factors, which substantially influenced the development of the military-political situation in the region. The number of provocative actions in all sectors of the Soviet Far-Eastern boundary increased. The Japanese ambushed for seizing of the Soviet frontier-guards and local residents. They underwent the firing watch groups and innocent civilians in the Soviet territory. The airspace of the USSR was systematically disrupted by Japanese aircraft.

From the second-half of 1930th the armed conflicts on the border got the nature of large military conflicts. By the realization of provocations for different sectors of the Far-Eastern boundary the Japanese used the forces and means of large military subdivisions. The conflict by the lake Khasan became the largest armed conflict of the Japanese troops and the frontier-guards in July - August of 1938.

Difficult military-political situation in the Far East of the USSR required from the Soviet administration the adoption of pressing measures for strengthening of the defense potential of the region. The Far-Eastern troop group was considerably increased, the density of protection of the state border due to the creation of new and the reorganization of existed subdivisions guarding it was increased. The colossal volume of construction works of defense value was carried out. Furthermore, great attention was given to the military training of population through the activity of military divisions and the defense societies.
In the realization of measures for strengthening of the Far-Eastern boundaries special role belonged to the local population of near-boundary regions. It is worthwhile to note that the Far-Eastern territory (FET) in that period was one of the most sparsely populated regions of the country. The result of the goal-directed policy of the state for the migration of population from the central regions to the Far East of the USSR, the introduction of the number of privileges for the migrants, was the notable increase in the population of the territory.

The activity of local party, Soviet and Komsomol organizations, political organs, groups in the fastening of the demobilized Red Army men to the permanent residence in the Far East of the USSR had an important significance in strengthening of the defense potential of the region. The chairmen of kolkhozes, district executive committees and rural councils bore personal responsibility for the state of the matters for Red Army migration. Under the special control of authorities was the cultural service of this category of migrants, and also the preparation of living quarters to their arrival. In all from 1932 until 1939 the quantity of soldiers discharged from the numbers of WPRA (Workers' and Peasants' Red Army) and settling in the Far East was almost 35 thousand people. [8. P. 110]. 
Direct participation together with the military subdivisions, specialized by the enterprises and organizations (Dal’stroy, Kraydortrans and so forth), the local population assumed in the building of the objects of defense value. The tasks with respect to mobilization-defense work were laid on the urban, district and rural organs of authority. Taking into account the almost complete absence of roads, especially in the near-boundary regions, the sparse population of the latter, special attention was given to the road building. Secret decisions of the Far-Eastern territorial executive committee dated January 2 and February 12, 1932 forced the district executive committees through the rural councils to ensure conducting the road building with labor force and cartage on the subordinate by them territories, and also to render the enterprises, realized it, assistance. The population, which lives in the limits of 25 km from the place of conducting works, was permitted to assign on the participation in the building of roads. Also, it was prescribed self-supplying and operational provisions with local building materials by the forces of local residents [1. L. 53 – 55]. 
Conducting the works of defense value was under the constant control of territorial Soviet and party organs. In July 1932 the sums of execution of the plan of mobilization-defense building in a number of near-boundary regions of FET were made. For the omissions in the work and the absence of proper control during conducting of works to the chairmen of Nicol’sk-Ussuriysk, Shkotovo, Grodekovo and Kalinissk urban and district executive committees was made the pronunciation. To all leaders of executive committees, which have tasks with respect to the defense building, was proposed to appoint responsible people for each separate building [1. L. 56 – 57]. 
For the purposes of preparation on the case of the war with Japan of the concealed operational airfields and the landing fields by the circular orders of the Khabarovsk regional executive committee dated October 27, 1937 and on January 10, 1938 to the all district executive committees was proposed to organize the work on making and outlet of land sectors under the building of airfields in accordance with the accompanying list. To accomplish the construction was provided by the forces and means of kolkhozes and MTS, on land tenure of which the area was chosen. For organizing the works with the staff of independent red banner Far-Eastern army was given in the address of district executive committees 25 thousand rubles to the building of each airfield, and also assigned the persons from the technical flight stuff for the direct management of works on each area [2. L. 1]. Moreover, the work on the building of operational airfields and landing fields was organized and carried out in the regime of strict secrecy of the true destination of sectors from the local population under the pretext of organization in the kolkhozes of the pilot areas of stern grasses. The information about the true designation and the position of sectors had only the chairmen and the chiefs of the operational organs of executive committees [2. L. 24 – 25]. 
In 1930th the number of organizational-legal measures for the attraction of local population to the protection of the state border was carried out. Fundamental importance was given to the raising of political consciousness through the population of boundary regions, to forming of loyal relation to the boundary subdivisions and to the boundary policy of the state as a whole by them. Party and Soviet organs of the Far East of the USSR together with the command of boundary subdivisions carried out the active forms of political education work in the village. The need for protection and defense of boundaries on the basis of the internal and international position of the USSR, the importance of rendering help to the border-guard from the side of the local population, and also the essence of Soviet party policy was explained to the population. The work with the local population was accomplished by the most experienced and prepared commanders - the chiefs of gates and the command of boundary commandant’s office. 
The activity of frontier-guards in rendering help to the local Soviet Party organizations in the development of collectivization and support of kolkhozes and rural organs of authority in the near-boundary regions was one of the most effective forms of strengthening the authority of boundary organs by the local population. Quarterly work plans of the political department of control of the red banner boundary guard of the plenipotentiary representation (PP) OGPU in FET, especially in the period of spring sowing and autumnal harvesting of campaigns, by separate division provided the measures for the carrying out of decision of the plenum of CK of AUCP(b), which was being taken place in January 1933 in the part of concerned organization of the connection of the Red Army men with the kolkhozes for purposes of the fulfillment by the latter of their obligations [5. L. 5, 20]. 
The practice of the fight of subdivisions for the best kolkhoz and the village soviet of boundary strip became the tradition. With the help of the frontier-guards in the kolkhozes were organized the repair brigades for servicing of mechanisms and agricultural inventory, children's areas, which give the possibility to draw a significant quantity of women to the field works, medical and veterinary services were occurred. Furthermore, the command and the party-komsomol organizations of the units of the boundary guard helped the rural organs of authority in conducting by them of cultural and educational work among the population of boundary regions. Sport competitions were organized, the help in the elimination of illiteracy was given, the supply of population by fresh newspapers, periodicals. 
In spite of undertaken previously regime limitations, in July 1938 the Khabarovsk regional executive committee permitted the kolkhozes, whose land sectors were located into 500 meter boundary strip, to use them to, i.e., make hay mowing and sowing on the special documents and with the understanding of each kolkhoz with the command of boundary guard [2. L. 18]. Besides the economical utilization of fertile land, this solution pursued the other purposes. Collective farmers being situated themselves in the field near the boundary were, as a rule, armed and besides the field works fulfilled the functions of patrolmen. The organization of interaction with them could help the frontier-guards to take timely measures for the cover of boundary in the case of breakthrough in this sector. 
The beginning to the organized assistance of population to the boundary guard on the open basis was established with the introduction on May 9, 1931 in the action “The instruction about the order of attraction of the population of boundary strip to the protection of the state border of the USSR” [10. P. 92]. In the near-boundary populated areas, in the enterprises, in the state farms, kolkhozes and tractor stations by the commanders of boundary units and subdivisions the creation on the voluntary basis of active membership from the number of local residents, capable of helping border forces in the protection of state border was prescribed. According to the instruction these group of population were named the brigades of assistance (BA) to the boundary guard. The attention was accentuated on what BA are the auxiliary form of strengthening the protection of boundary and cannot substitute the basic forms of its protection - secret service-informative work and the service of the watch group. 
The practice of creation of the groups of self-protection for purposes of the protection of collective farm and state farm property in the villages and outside them, fight with the plunderers of harvest, the horse thieves, and also the detention of the unknown and suspicious persons in the boundary strip was also continued in 1930th years in the near-boundary settlements. In the village Shiryaevka of Ivanovsk region of the Primorsk region since May 20, 1933 by the resolution of the village soviet the guard for protection from the criminal element and the fires was established [3. L. 9]. On August 15, 1934 the group of self-protection of the village Poltavka in Primorsk territory reflected the armed attack from the side of the group of white emigrants, who passed from Chinese territory [12. P. 423]. 
To the chiefs of the frontier posts, to the administrations of commandant’s offices and boundary forces, in the territory of guarded sector respectively, imputed the precise conducting both of personal and quantitative account of the active membership BA. The active membership, taken to the account, had to be thoroughly checked to the object of political loyalty. In July 1933 to the chief of Dzhalindinsk boundary force was explained on the unsatisfactory account of BS and the groups of self-defense, and also to the weak work on checking of their terms through the secret service apparatus, the result of that was the inclusion in one of the groups of self-defense in the sector of the group anti-soviet adjusted persons [5. L. 109].

In 1935 after the inspection by the commission of the boundary guard of PP ОGPU in FET the northeast areas of the country the decision about the organization of the groups of self-defense and BA from representatives of small people of the North of the Far East of the USSR for protection of Pacific coast was accepted [10. P. 92].

By the end of 1934 124 BA with the general active in 1042 people has been created in the boundary areas of FET, and also 121 group of self-defense numbering 1042 people is organized, and in 1939 only on the sectors of Primorsk and Khabarovsk boundary districts 117 groups and 87 BA with general number in 2666 people operated [10. P. 92, 120].

The supervision over occurrence in a border land of unfamiliar to them and suspicious persons was laid on the members of BA, behind infringements of border from adjacent territory, and also behind the observance by the population of the established rules of frontier regime. Besides their duties were the revealing the persons who are carried out illicit activity, an establishment of cases of gangster attacks and the attempts of population of escaping abroad. In the cases which are not demanding delay, the members of BA were authorized to detain the infringers, gangsters or any suspicious persons, with forwarding the last to the nearest boundary division. Besides it was supposed to involve the most checked up members of BA to the direct participation in protection of the state borders – in some kinds of boundary groups, and also by the organization of searches on rear directions.

An active attraction of the local population to protection of the state boarder, the organization of the work on creation of BA and the groups of self-defense showed their efficiency. Estimating the frontier conditions developed to 1937, the Far-Eastern authorities ascertained that only in the first quarter of 1937 50 % of all infringers of the borders have been detained with the help of inhabitants of frontier villages [11. P. 62]. In total for the period from 1930 till 1934 at their participation 3331 infringer of the frontier has been detained. From 1936 till 1939 with the help of local population in the Far East of USSR 1008 infringers of borders had been detained [10. P. 92, 120].

On April 11, 1939 the Central administrative board of boundary armies of People's Commissariat of Internal Affairs of the USSR had been developed and put into operation the new "Instruction on attraction of the local population to protection of the frontier of USSR ", obliged the political bodies, the command, the party organizations of boundary armies to support constant connection with the population of boundary areas, to educate the feeling of patriotism by them. According to the instruction BA began to be created to a territorial and production attribute [10. P. 120]. 

In the Far East in 1939 – 1941 the work spent by the boundary armies with the population of frontier areas, also has been strengthened. With the active of BA the work on training the searcher was spent, to recognition of the contrivances of frontier violators. For their armament to the border forces in 1939 5-6 rifles into each post and 10-12 rifles to each commandant’s office were given. Due to the state in April 1941 in the near-boundary settlements of the Far-Eastern sector of the state border 322 BA acted, whose active membership counted more than 10 thousand people. By the latter, from the beginning of 1939 until June 1941, 291 disturbers of the state border were delayed [of 13. P. 70].
More actively active membership BA began to be drawn to the bearing of service on the guard of the state border. In October 1940 for the help in conducting of boundary search in the sector of the commandant’s office “Sarbakvan” in Primorsk territory during five days 15 members of BA of the villages Krounovka and Aleksey-Nicolsk were used.  The result was the detention of seven border crossers [9. P. 79]. In historical document of one of the boundary forces in the Far East of the USSR is fixed that in 1940 via the dispatch of special boundary groups and as the conductors by the group the local population in the quantity more than 2 thousand man-hours was drawn. The posts from the number of BA were advanced, as a rule, in the off-duty time consisting of 2 – 3 men and for the period from 9 to 24 hours. It was noted high vigilance and personal initiative of the drawn volunteers [7. P. 266].
 It is important to emphasize that among those delayed border crossers with the assistance of local population frequently were revealed those, who passed to the Soviet territory along the tasks of foreign intelligence agencies. Thus, in December 1934 the members of BA of the village Ust'-Sidimi in Primorsk territory delayed two Koreans, that crossed the state border for the purpose of the realization of intelligence - disruptive activity [12. P. 433]. 
Besides the direct participation in the protection of boundary, the peasants helped the frontier-guards by foodstuffs, by forage, by fuels and lubricants, and also by participation in the erection of civil constructions and the building of the towns of the frontier posts.
 Considerable attention was given to the use of population of the near-boundary areas on the secret basis. By the training of frontier-guards the attention was accentuated on the skill to fix relations with the local population and the correct organization of secret service measures. In the proposals of the main administration of the boundary and internal guard of NKVD for an improvement in the management by the troops, formulated in 1934 was emphasized the role of the activity of the organizations of the local population, which contributed to boundary guard. The secret service measures, directed toward the timely development of the prepared disturbances of boundary, acknowledged as the basic element of the protection of boundary [14. P. 79]. 
About an increase in the role of operational work in the protection of boundary testify the sources. In the first half-year of 1933 by the commission of PP OGPU in FET the activity of the 55th boundary force was inspected. As the basic omissions to the command of the force was indicated to the construction of the guard of boundary according to the linear principle without the coordination with the operational situation, which in the majority of the cases led to its unpunished disturbances. It was noted that the work with its own secret service agency was on the low level. To the chiefs of the posts was indicated to the weak knowledge of the leading documents, regulated conducting secret work with the local population, and also to the formality by the realization of this work [5. L. 109, 110].

By conducting of the official trials apropos of the unpunished disturbances of the boundary and the development of reasons, which contributed to this, first of all was checked the state of operational work in the sector allotted for the checked subdivision. In majority of the cases the officials, who did not take preventive measures for averting the disturbance of boundary, were underwent different disciplinary penalties, up to the removal from the post and the criminal pursuit.

Thus, as a result of unsatisfactory organization of the secret service maintenance of the sector of Barabash-Levadsk commandant’s office and the absence of account during the organization of protection of the boundary of the available operational information became unpunished passage of boundary by the band from the territory of China in October 1933, the robbery by it an agricultural enterprise and the unpunished coming back to cordon [6. L. 2]. In March 1934 for the same reasons with impunity the family from 5 men from the village Sergeevka in the sector of commandant’s office “Bibikovo” of Blagoveshchensk boundary force escaped to China. Moreover the commandant of the sector was in advance informed about the intentions of those to run, but undertook nothing for averting the breakthrough [6. L. 82]. In both cases all participating officials had the punishments of different degree, and the commandant of boundary sector “Bibikovo” was taken from the post and transferred with the reduction into another subdivision [6. L. 83].
 For active help to the frontier-guards, high vigilance and courage the rewarding of local residents by certificates, by valuable gifts, by money rewards, and sometimes by government rewards was provided. The Rewarding of boundary population was accomplished on the basis of requirements of the mail-telegram of OGPU dated August 3, 1928 and p. 8 of the circular order of OGPU dated November 14, 1930. It was prescribed to reward the population in proper time, on possibility in the solemn situation. 
In 1934 for the help in protection of the state border of the USSR by different encouragements 44 collective farmers, workers and the employees of the Far-Eastern near-boundary settlements were rewarded [10. P. 92]. By decision in Organization committee of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the RSFSR on Khabarovsk territory № 517 dated April 28, 1939 for the active participation in the matter of protection of the state borders, appeared patriotism, courage and rendering help to frontier-guards in the detention of disturbers 33 inhabitants of the boundary villages of the territory were rewarded with certificates and valuable gifts [4. L. 209 – 211]. For the payment of the indicated in the decision values by the organization committee were given 11 thousand rubles [4. L. 7]. 
For the good fulfillment of mission in the protection of the state border together with the frontier-guards government rewards were entrusted to the local residents. On February 14, 1936 the number of collective farmers of the near-boundary kolkhozes for the active help in the detention of disturbers were honored the order “Sign of honor”. On the pages of central presses in February 1941 the Decree of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR “About the rewarding by orders and by the medals of the USSR the commanding stuff and the Red Army men of the border forces of NKVD” was published. According to the decree two local residents of Khabarovsk territory were rewarded with the medal “For services in battle” [7. P. 266].

Thus, in 1930th years the local population made the significant contribution to the cause of strengthening of the Far-Eastern boundaries. Undoubtedly, the experience of use of the potential of population of the near-boundary regions in the interests of the boundary guard did not lose its urgency, also, in our days.
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