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Youth policy and resources of self-organization of the population of the Far East of Russia
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The article examines the main directions of state social policy in relation to young people in the Far East of Russia, identifies the problems associated with the peculiarities of self-organization of the social group. 
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Main trends state social politicians are researched in article to youth on Far Eeast of the Russia, are revealed problems, connected with particularity of the self organizations given social group. Until very recently, the social construction of the Far East of Russia was carried out by means of rigid social engineering. [1]. The population of the region acted primarily as an object of social impact, but not as a group of social actors. Its own resources of self-organization, its primary social structure (the associations of gardeners, hunters and fishermen, other forms of socio-professional and socio-territorial self-organization) are practically not taken into account in the process of social construction. Reduction of the social to the legal, not only complicated the management of social processes, but also destroyed a feeling of "home", facilitated migration readiness. If during the Soviet era, this phenomenon was compensated by large-scale flows of immigrants who came to the region, today the exodus is becoming a serious threat to  Russia's national security in this part of the country. Particularly acute this process manifests itself in the sphere of youth policy. 

Addressing the consolidation in the region of the working age population is directly linked to the development of youth policy, socio-economic and socio-political conditions of growing up, formed in region [2]. It is obvious that this group will form the region tomorrow. Youth is the socio-demographic group that is most prone to develop their own reasons for self-organization [3]. These reasons may oppose officially impose structures or support them. In the first case we get a powerful resource for anti-social behavior and inter-generational conflict, which further complicates socio-demographic and migration situation in the region, in the second case - a powerful resource to organize and mobilize the population, especially its youth segment. How could shape the relations of these forms of social organization ("natural" and "external") we are to consider in this paper. 

In order to implement national youth policies in the regions of the federal district continues to work to improve the legal base of the industry, the development of youth social movement, continued formation of youth infrastructure. There are two main blocks of youth policy [4]. The first block is connected with the physical facilities for youth, young families. The second block is related to ideological and educational work, defining the parameters of socialization. The main directions of state youth policy in the region appear to support youth employment and housing, support for young families, government support for youth organizations and associations, providing access to quality education, conducting patriotic education work. 

"The material block" of youth policy is implemented in the region quite successfully. In support of young families in the subjects of the Federation District is working to develop a regulatory framework and improve the mechanism for housing for young families. According to data, there are 869 families  in the district who improved their housing conditions in 2006-2007. Actively implementing a program to provide temporary and permanent employment of youth. There are 11 youth labor exchanges n the Fareastern federal district  - in Kamchatka, Primorsky  and Khabarovsk krai, Amur and Sakhalin oblast. In the remaining regions of the federation district youth employment agencies engaged in employment subject, and special programs for youth employment have not been developed. 

One of the activities of employment services devoted to youth unemployment, is providing material and social support is the organization of public works to provide temporary jobs for young people experiencing difficulties in finding work. In 2007, there were 66 125 people who were temporary unemployed. In same time there were 6 046 graduates of higher and secondary specialized educational institutions who were registered by government employment service. 


Second key area of work does not look worse. In all regions of the federal  district patriotic education of young people carried out in accordance with the state program "Patriotic education of Russian Federation citizens, 2006-2010", approved by Russian Federation government resolution dated 11.07.2005, №422. The regions developed a regional legal framework regulating the activities to improve the patriotic upbringing of youth. The information provided by the region’s executive authorities, contains the results of work on all aspects of this particular program. In the framework of historical and patriotic events strengthened patronage context of educational institutions, youth associations, with the Veterans councils of the World War II, veterans of the fighting and military units. Cossack communities, emergency services are also involved in cooperation with the regional executive authorities. Cadet chain of educational institutions represented in the eight regions of federal district. In the Republic of Sakha (Yakutia) operates the cadet school in Yakutsk, founded in 1993,  cadet school operates in the Primorsky krai (Vladivostok) in the structure of the Technical University, as well as in the Khabarovsk krai and Sakhalin oblast. In the Amur oblast, Kamchatka krai, the Jewish autonomous oblast there are separate cadet classes of educational institutions. In the Chukotka autonomous okrug contract education were developed together with Omsk cadet corps for competitive selection of candidates for further training in the cadet corps with following entering to Kaluzhskoye artillery school. There organized socio-patriotic camps (“Day of the recruit”, “Gift of the warrior”, “Patriots of Russia”) during the spring and fall, the exhibition of military weapons and equipment, demonstrations of military-patriotic clubs handed mementos recruits and soldiers. 


There are patriotic orientation camps for high school students during the summer recreation campaign organize on the basis of military units. There were more than 300 such camps in 2007, on the territory of the Russian Far East, hosting nearly 15 thousands adolescents. Every year on the basis of the Children's Center "Ocean" in Vladivostok conducts special event "strong men" for the best representatives of the military-patriotic clubs, associations, cadet classes of the Far Eastern federal district. In order to increase interest in the military-applied sports, numerous sporting events and the primacy of military-sports games “Zarnitsa",  "Territory" and others are being held. There are 1137 youth public associations in the Far Eastern federal district, representing 15% of the total number of  public bodies registered in the district. 

Nevertheless, the analysis shows that the situation with young people remains difficult. Despite some increase in the number of members of public associations in the Far Eastern federal district, the main problems of child and youth movements continue to be: isolation, lack of forward planning, poor resource base, the lack of selection and training of the leaders. In a survey of young people in the city of Khabarovsk in 2008 (n = 327) less than 23% of respondents would like to participate in voluntary associations. However, the specificity of the question ("Are you willing to regularly attend the club?", "Would you like to participate in actions for the improvement district?",  etc.) the number of potential willing decreased to 8%. More than 65% of respondents perceive participation in city campaigns as "conscription". 

All this has an impact on voting behavior. Young people are active and mobile part of populations. However, the political, including electoral, youth activity is not high enough. The level of participation of young citizens in political processes does not correspond to their level of involvement in the socio-economic life. In the Far Eastern federal district, the proportion of young people who participated in the elections in 2007, according to available information, was 34%. The lowest rate of youth participation in elections is in the Magadan oblast - 20,2%, Jewish autonomous oblast - 22,4%, the Sakhalin oblast - 23,5%. 


All the more pronounced parasitic plant young people to the state and legal forms of social activity. So in the above-mentioned survey, 47% of respondents believed that the condition of their participation in public life can only be wealth or career. Over 50% of respondents believe that the state is obliged to grant them material aid. Meanwhile, almost 40% of respondents had difficulty in answering the question of what responsibilities they have towards society and the state. 

This attitude was recorded by other researchers [5]. Quite a lot, and put forward an explanation of these results, not only in the Far East of Russia [6]. As a general rule, we are talking about or influence the general state of society, young people, or the need to strengthen the ideological work with this group. This forms of work are not becoming the object of reflection. The problem is, in our opinion, just that the forms themselves of the work focused on "imagined community" [7] (youth), whose characteristics are studied very poorly. Typically, the researcher takes in relation to the community external position (he's older, has a different social experience and a different system of values). Accordingly, the subject of research supports the existence of this (the researcher) values in the investigated socio-demographic group. The result is quite a lot said about the scholars, but very little about the test object. Formed, largely as a myth, it becomes the basis for the implementation of youth policy. At the same time, the actual processes among youth occur outside the channel, in consequence, often getting antisocial traits. 

To overcome this gap it is necessary to study the real (not imposed, and naturally occurring) form of youth self-organization..As such forms can be considered territorial associations of young people, role-playing clubs, music and other creative structures. For example, in Khabarovsk sufficiently numerous and influential group of young people serve members rock movement, "roleviki" movement “KVN”, other informal networks. Network (not hierarchical) type of organization of these structures is not an impediment to the implementation of public policies. On the contrary, there is the possibility of working with leaders of the networks (agents of influence) have a significant impact on youth in general. 

Today, youth organizations and youth's own environment exist in disjoint places. The official youth leaders are little known by young people. 
Thus, in the survey, only 12 respondents could name the leaders of youth organizations edge of the Khabarovsk krai. At the same time, almost every third respondent called the leaders of the Khabarovsk rock bands, “KVN” team members, coaches of popular sports clubs. Emphasis on the transformation of informal leaders into agents of the state will qualitatively change the approach to youth work, to make the young - the basis for formation of a stable population in the region, the basis of social self-organization. 
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