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The article is dedicated to the forms and methods of the atheistic work of the Soviet State in the post-stalinskiy period. In this article the effectiveness of the used methods in the struggle with the religion and the special feature of this work in the territory of the Far East are analyzed.
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After Stalin’s death the state policy about freedom of conscience underwent changes.
The State separated itself from the problems in the religious sphere of the society. It refused to take the initiative in the formation of the churchly policy considering it to be the prerogative of party leadership. The State expressed readiness of the party elite which will win the victory in the party debates about the  essence  and the guidelines of churchly policy made by the state in new conditions in the middle of the 50th of the 20th century. It reflected particularly in the preparation of special resolution in the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union on the issues of scientific atheistic propaganda. The confrontation of two view points came afloat. The proponents of one point of view were oriented on tough, line of force regulation of the state-churchly relationship, on the ultimate limitation of the activity of religious organizations. The guidelines of their position were definitely stated in the resolution of the CC CPSU «About the drawbacks in the scientific atheistic propaganda and the measures to better it» dated back to the 7th of July 1954. In the resolution they expressed their concern about «revitalization of religion», it’s «adjustments» to modern conditions, it’s widely spread influence on the population. It also called for active combating «religious prejudices and superstitions» and exposing «the reactionary character and harmfulness of religion». 
The instructive letter dated back to April 1957 written by the appointed member of the Committee on the issues of religious cults assigned: Taking into consideration new forms and methods used by the church officials to spread their religious influence on the population, the Appointed members of the Committee guided by legislative acts should take drastic measures to cease missionary activity of the clerical party. To be more exact, they: 
a) shouldn’t let  the church orchestra, choir, the missionaries participate in the sessions of the Baptist houses
b) should take measures to cease special work among young people and women: setting up bible study classes, bible study hour, parties for young people etc. 
c) should more actively influence the leaders of the communities to stop the acts of charity practiced by religious organizations.
The ideas of the 30th about the classless and religiousless society, about the special role of anti-religious propaganda in its formation come back to the social life of the country. The mass anti-religious attack full of condemnation, threats and sneering was made by the authors of magazine and newspaper articles and in radio programs. 
The opponents of this position condemned the administrative acts directed at the believers and religious communities. They spoke in favor of regulation of the state-clerical relationship not from the position of ideological maxims, but from the position of law. These ideas were reflected in another resolution of the CC CPSU «About mistakes in scientific-atheist propaganda among population» dated back to the 10th of November 1954. 
The document memo, which got a new name «About the drawbacks of scientific-atheist propaganda» was discussed at the session of the Secretariat of the CC CPSU. It was worked out by the Department of propaganda and agitation in the union republics and confirmed by the special department of the Central Committee.  It stated that some party organizations, ideological institutions and branches did not put into life the resolutions of the CC issued on the 7th of July and on the 10th of November 1954.Instead of strengthening of scientific-atheist propaganda, they weakened it and in some areas stopped it at all.
Anti-religious work was called the main tool in the formation of scientific-materialist outlook. The construction of the society without religion>, in the nearest future was announced the primary program objective. The program of atheist activity of the party was fully displayed in the report of the secretary of the CC CPSU L.F.Ilitchiov at the Plenary meeting of the CC CPSU. It was named «The immediate tasks of the ideological work of the party». As Ilitchiov put it, «Religion is the main opponent of the scientific outlook inside the country, one of the tenatious survivals of the past, which is not overcome by many strata of the population. Social roots of religion have long been cut out in this country, but religious views still exist as the survivals of the past…We do not have classes and social layers hostile to socialism, but we still have conscious and unconscious proponents of stand points hostile to socialism, which means that there are people who pour water on the water mill of the enemies»1. The resolution of the Plenary meeting suggested to «wage incessant war against religious survivals and make scientific-atheist work widely spread»2. 
Putting the resolutions of the CPSU into operation, party organizations of Amursk region started the atheist work to overcome religious survivals. 
1. One of the most widely spread forms of atheist work with believers was conducting lectures.

In 1961 the public organization «Znanie» organized 532 lectures on scientific-atheist topics. In 1962 they conducted 793 lectures for 8 months. 
The lecturing activity was manifold: 

· For believers. In 1962 the number of lectures were arranged in Blagoveschensk Such for Baptists and the Molokans. 4.

· For the public. Usually the lectures were conducted in the public lecture houses, but in the middle of the 60th they started to practice conducting lectures at the factories and plants and in the field camps. 
· According to mass media. In 1965 in the city of Svobodniy lectures have been conducted for a year on the local radio. The topics of the lectures were: «The moral code of the builder of communism and religion», «Medicine and fight with sorcerers», «The truth about the Amur sects», «Russian writers combating religion», «About the harmful effect of religion» etc. Another form of lecturing was cinema lecturing arranged in the clubs of plants and factories. Most frequently shown were such films as: «I love you, life» Lenfilm 1961, «Anathema», Lenfilm 1961, «Confession», Odesskaia film studio 1962, «The sinner», Mosfilm 1962, «Dark clouds over Borsk», Mosfilm 1961 and others. 
The lectures were primarily humanitarian science oriented. They were about the structure of the Universe, the origin of life on the earth, the achievements in astronomy, biology, physiology, physics, chemistry, which proved the correctness of the materialistic outlook on the world. 
The lecturers themselves noted the week effectiveness of this kind of antireligious work as believers did not attend them. The lectures were also neglected at the plants and field camps. 
2. Another form of anti-religious propaganda was question and answer parties. They were arranged in big towns such as Blagoveschensk, Svobodniy, Raichihinsk. Such parties presupposed the questions to be collected among the population of the towns and specialists to be invited to answer them. The most frequently discussed questions were: Does God exist? What is a miracle? What harm does religion do? And the like. After the question – answer session they usually showed the atheistic film.
The organizators of atheistic work considered that such form of operation would help to reveal those people who were hesitating in religion validity and fluctuating between atheism and religion. But such conferences were visited mainly by members of local atheistic communities. Questions being discussed there were one-type and repetitive.

Thematic evenings can be considered as a form of atheistic propaganda. Different specialists were invited there: chemicals, physics demonstrated many experiments; philosophers and historians presented atheistic literature, asked and answered different questions. At the end popular science and atheistic films were demonstrated.

In 1963 in Svobodny and Belogosk towns evenings of believers and atheists were held. These parties were thoroughly organized. They were advertised on radio, TV and in local newspaper. For citizens invitation cards were printed.

While analyzing such evening in Svobodny, the managers marked that such form of atheistic work was not very efficient because the organizers had made a great number of mistakes. 
A sharp question which was discussed here was as follows: Does religion bring good to our people? In other words it sounded like this: Religion: to be or not to be.

Secondly, ballyhoo was offered to the public before those evenings. This helped to prepare for the meeting both for atheists and for believers. Atheists mobilized the best powers of the Amur Region and believers – the best preachers from the Far East. 

Thirdly, the manner of the meeting was deliberately revealing. And, of course, this offended the senses of believers. There was a great number of people presented at the meeting. And during discussion passions arose. The public screamed out uncomplimentary yells, whistle and laugh towards the preachers. So it was not the harmonization of atheists and believed but their disunity. 

In 1962 in Blagoveschensk, Zavitinsk, and in Oktyabrsky settlements meetings with former believers were held at which  former ministers of religion and ordinary believers were spoken. So, ex-priest of Peschyanj-Ozerskaya church Marchenko proclaimed that he had broken off with religion and taken all the icons down from the walls of his flat. 

3. Public trials are another but more aggressive form of atheistic work. So in 1965 in Raichickinsk a public trial under members of the Pentecostals sect took place. Members of this religious group were accused of betrayal. They agitated their leader Vasiliy Azarenco and didn’t want to take arms in their hands. More over, they were convicted of inviting non-educated and non-politician people into their sect and what’s more – children. 

Trial lasted more than five hours and at last the judge passed a verdict: to impose a strict public blame on the members of the group. In case they repeat their secret meetings they would be strictly punished. 

4. Introducing new feats and rites. Marriage was one of the most important ceremonies. For example, in 1965 in Culture House at Michailo-Chesnokovskaya station the solemn registration of marriage took place once a month.

Other traditions were also implemented, such as seeing off to army, Russian winter celebration, and feast of Russian birch. 
In atheistic works were also used such forms as readership conferences and concerts, literature trials, at which atheistic books and films were discussed. 

5. Newspaper publications with speaking titles, such as: “From dark to the light”, “The sellers of God’s grace”, “Sectarians brought woe to the house”, “The servant of Hell”, “From dark to the light”, “The finish if sect leader”, “The sanctimony of the priests”, “God and Sisters failed”, “Ordinary Baptists”, “Be afraid of Brother Nicola”, “The scandal in Holly house” and so on.

Great attention was paid to individual work with believers. And age factor was taken into account. 

For every age group special methods were used. Children were influenced through school society, organization “Young atheist”, through school class meetings, visiting cinema, and inviting them into different societies. 

For example, at school № 15 in Svobodny a society “Young atheist” was operating very successfully. The leader if it was A.I. Feniyk. Children published their own newspaper, decorated stands “Painters about religion”, “Sense against religion”. They also organized evenings “Space: skies without God”, “Heroes – martyrs of the science”, “Monsters of cruelty of our days”, “Religion – the weapon of war and aggressiveness”, “Religious feasts and traditions”. They also watched anti-religious films and took part in readership conferences. 
During the 1964-1965 academic year members of the society distributed atheistic literature to the amount of 63 roubles and made subscription for the “Science and Religion” magazine. The schoolchildren participated in the atheistic propaganda activities among the local population. Two amateur performances were held in the clubs of the “Amurzoloto” trust and the Zeya boom company. School administration organized various atheistic meetings, lectures and discussions. The young atheists visited church members in their homes. They read and discussed atheistic literature. A former church member Chernova broke off with the church under the influence of the school staff and her son, who was the head of the atheistic society.

Persuasion as well as financial incentives and punishment was applied to adult believers. But elderly people were considered to be the most attractive for individual atheistic activity, because they possessed wide life experience and great authority and in case of their leaving the church they could be used in atheistic propaganda.

Also atheistic activities included administrative and controlling measures. The most significant actions were taken by the controlling bodies of the KGB and authorized representatives on religious affairs.

For instance, during the Soviet period they collected information about the people who inquired about entering a theological seminary and in order to prevent these people from applying to the seminary they worked individually. 

The organizers of the atheistic work realized that it was quite a difficult and long job, because unsystematic and occasional talks with the church members are useless and even harmful.

While talking to a believer a propagandist had to win his favour and consequently he had to start his work not with direct antireligious attacks but with the subject of immediate interest. 

The organizers of the atheistic work realized that in order to fight the religious prejudices they needed to educate the atheists, improve their methods, inform them about the scientific and technological developments. To this end the Propaganda Department of the city committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union in the town of Svobodny together with the public organization “Znanie” and the City Department of the People’s Education provided the atheists with differentiated training. In September 1964 History teachers and leaders of school atheistic societies were given a seminar on “The tasks of atheistic propaganda at the present stage”. At the seminar which took place in December 1964 there was a discussion about introduction of new holidays and civil rites into everyday life. In January 1965 there was a seminar for secretaries of school Komsomol organizations. The topic of the seminar was “How to organize the activities of ‘The Militant Atheist’ society”. In March 1965 leaders of school atheistic societies had a seminar, where they were given instructions on working with religious parents and a lecture “The Origin of religious holidays and the harm they do”.

Thus after a short survey of the forms of atheistic propaganda we can come to the following conclusions:

· propagandists used different forms of antireligious work oriented both for large groups of people (workers and pupils) and for individuals;

· in spite of the variety of techniques it should be noted that the activities were rather unvaried (lectures aimed at persuading the church members and those who are in two minds);

· the denunciative nature of the work with the believers resulted in tension between the church members and the propagandists;

· poor training of the propagandists very often led to a negative result  of the propagandistic work;

· the propaganda lacked systematicness, almost all the activities were of ostensible character and were either devoted to some certain dates or connected with some recommendations and directions of the Party;
· despite some drawbacks it may be noted that the various methods and approaches to the propagandistic work of the taken period of time will form a powerful school of the Soviet scientific atheism.
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